
TEACHER PERCEPTIONS 

 

Theme: Comments related to student characteristics 
 
Code Definition and 

notes 
Sample quote 

Comment_sc_ability Text described 
student ability. 

 

 
 

Comment_stress Text referred to 
stress or related 
concepts (e.g., 
student stress, 
teacher stress, 
feeling 
overwhelmed). 

 

Comment_sc_program Text referred to 
program of study 
(applied or 
academic) 

 

Comment_sc_language Text described 
student 
characteristics 
related to 
language. 
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Comment_sc_other Text described 
student 
characteristics 
other than those 
listed above or 
identifies a 
subgroup of 
students 
specifically or 
more generally. 

 

 
 
Theme: Comments related to the value of the assessment 
 
Code Definition and notes Sample quote 
Comment_value Text refers to value 

of test and/or test 
related tasks. The 
definition of value 
includes care, 
concern, importance, 
and interest.   

 

Comment_sc_apathy Text described 
student 
characteristics related 
to apathy. This code 
is used when the 
comment indicates 
lack of care or 
indifference. 
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Theme: Comments related to the test and test items 
 
Code Definition and 

notes 
Sample quote 

Comment_test_item
_position 

Text described 
student behaviors 
related to the 
position of items on 
the test (e.g., 
towards the end of 
the test)  

Comment_test_item
_format 

Text referred to the 
format of items on 
the test (e.g., 
multiple choice 
item, open response 
items, multi-step 
items)  

Comment_test_lang
uage 

Text referred to 
wording or 
language in 
reference to 
questions on test. 
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Comment_weight Text included a 
statement about the 
weight (e.g., 5%) of 
the test towards 
classroom 
assessment. 

 
Comment_grad Text included a 

statement about the 
test as a graduation 
requirement. 

 
Comment_timing Text included a 

statement that 
described some 
aspect if time (e.g., 
time of year, time 
to complete).  
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Theme: Other comments 
 
Code Definition and notes Sample quote 
Comment_reasons
_other 

Text described reasons 
to mark the EQAO 
assessment OTHER 
than motivating 
students for the EQAO 
test (e.g., as practice for 
final exam). 

 

Comment_other Text was anything 
other than the codes 
above. 

 
Comment_illegible Text was illegible. 

Reasons may include 
illegibility due to poor 
penmanship or to poor 
scan quality. 

 

 Comment_none Blank response 

 
Comment_page-
_blank 

No responses recorded 
for any questions on 
the page 

 

Wrong_page The wrong page was 
scanned. 
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Appendix 2 
 

 Code Frequencies 
 

 Frequency of the Code 
Theme and code descriptions Winter Spring Total 
    
Theme: Value of the assessment    
Text refers to value of test and/or test related tasks. The 
definition of value includes care, concern, usefulness, 
importance, and interest.   

 
127 

 
307 

 
434 

Text described student characteristics related to apathy. 
This code is used when the comment indicates student 
indifference, lack of care or concern for marks or 
assessment. 

 
17 

 
42 

 
59 

    
Theme: Student effort behaviours and motivation    
Text specifically refers to the word motivation or a 
derivative (e.g., motivate, motivator, motive).   

 
50 

 
100 

 
150 

Text described student behaviors that related to trying 
harder or putting forth effort. 

 
38 

 
112 

 
150 

Text described student behaviors  related to studying or 
preparing to write the EQAO assessment. 

 
17 

 
70 
 

 
87 

Text described student behaviors other than those listed 
above (e.g., being disruptive during the writing of the 
test). 

 
34 

 
1 

 
35 

Text described student behaviors related to being absent 
for the test or skipping the entire test. 

 
8 

 
25 

 
33 

Text described student behaviors related to omitting some    
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items on the test or lack of completion of assigned work. 6 18 24 
Text described student behaviors related to guessing on 
some items. 

2 3 5 

    
Theme: Student Characteristics    
    
Text included reference to student program (i.e., applied 
or academic) 

26 62 88 

Text described student characteristics other than those 
listed above or identifies a subgroup of students 
specifically or more generally. 

 
40 

 
44 

 
84 

Text referred to stress or related concepts (e.g., student 
stress, teacher stress, feeling overwhelmed). 

 
18 

 
25 

 
43 

Text described student ability. 7 13 20 
Text described student characteristics related to language 
fluency 

4 0 4 

    
Theme: Test or test items    
Text included a statement about the weight (e.g., 5%) of 
the test towards classroom assessment. 

 
21 

 
58 

 
79 

Text included a statement about the test as a graduation 
requirement. 

14 27 41 

Text included a statement that described some aspect if 
time (e.g., time of year, time to complete).  

 
16 

 
23 

 
39 

Text referred to the format of items on the test (e.g., 
multiple choice item, open response items, multi-step 
items) 

 
7 

 
29 

 
36 

Text referred to wording or language in reference to 
questions on test. 

4 0 4 
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Responses not relevant to question asked, blank, or 
illegible 

   

Blank response 281 940 1221 
No responses recorded for any questions on the page 277 938 1215 
Text was anything other than the codes above. 41 104 145 
Text described reasons to mark the EQAO assessment 
OTHER than motivating students for the EQAO test (e.g., 
as practice for final exam). 

 
12 

 
33 

 
45 

Text was illegible. Reasons may include illegibility due to 
poor penmanship or to poor scan quality. 

 
10 

 
9 

 
19 

 


