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What kind of things were you eating when you were there?
Wildlife --- fish, moose, caribou, bears.
What was the best one?

They're all good. Geese and ducks too. They ate polar bear there also. At the same time we
shared with the dog team, the food we were eating. We used to have about 30 dogs and they
need a lot of food. Today we don’t use much food, we don’t use that much caribou, that much
moose, polar bear. Back then we’'d have to share with the dogs. They didn’t eat that much
caribou, mostly fish. In a year we used to get 30,000 or 40,000 pounds of fish for the dogs,
maybe 50,000. It would last one year for the dogs. But not any more.

What was the preferred food for dogs?

Whatever got on my table. Whatever. Moose meat and caribou meat were the best for them.
Beaver, black bear meat, seals...

You ate polar bear?
Oh yes. Best thing in the world. Not too much though.
What parts of the polar bear would you eat?

Whatever. You can’t eat the polar bear tongue or the liver. They're poisonous. Same, you can't
give the dogs the liver either, its too strong for them, they could die. Overheated | guess. You
know what? My dad used to tell me that when you dried from the sun, the meat, you see the salty
stuff come out on the polar bear meat. | guess that’'s why you can’t eat it too much. You have to
watch it but that’s the best thing to eat in cold weather. The next thing is beaver, the best for cold
weather. You can stand in —45 with no problem, you could work like this with no gloves on. It
gives you lots of heat. My dad one time, it was very cold and my dad was checking the traps
around 9 o'clock. He was cooking beaver because it was too cold. It was —45 that night. My body
was so warm that | didn’t use much blankets. That was after eating beaver. Any kind of food
[keeps you warm] but that beaver was real good. [smiles] After being in —45, if the temperature
[rises] to —20, it's so warm outside because you’'ve been eating that stuff. So much energy. Next
thing is when you eat beaver its [only once] in 12 hours or a day. You not going to get hungry
when you eat the beaver. It's not like store food where you want to eat again after a few hours.
Same thing with caribou. Same thing with fish, too, really good in cold weather. Everything is
there. If | don't eat stuff like that, like moose, caribou, ducks or beaver, my body gets weak.

Do people still eat a lot of wild food?

| don’t think so. Everything’s in there. They eat rabbit and beaver, [and] some geese on the water.
They ate all the things like that. It's a medicine. It works like a medicine.

You were pretty young when it happened, but when the traplines came in, do you have any
stories from then?

They made an agreement with the government. The government started everything. They put in
the traplines, not us. That’s our protection. Like mining companies, they cannot walk in, or logging

or hydro. Nobody can walk in. They made an agreement with the government, not us. | guess
white people was travelling on the coast, white trappers.
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So the traplines act as a sort of protection for you?

For everything. If anybody wants to come in on our traplines they have to [ask] our permission,
before they start a mine or something. They signed a treaty.

Was that always the case?

Yeah. That's always. We didn’t sign any agreements after that.

How did they tell people that the trapline boundaries were being set up?

The government started everything. The traplines covered the whole land long ago. We had a
meeting here, [about the] government plans at the big meeting. It didn’t happen at once, it took
five or six years.

When the traplines were set up, that was in the 1940s. Who told you that they were being set up?
The government set everything. Those traplines, go there and there and there and there. They

covered the whole land. Yeah, we had a meeting here, a big meeting [about the] government

plans. It didn’t happen at once, it took five or six years before they set those traplines.

Were people happy with the traplines the way they were drawn?
No.
How come?

The war was just starting and those guys hated each other. Those traplines were like war. Guys
were asking, why are you coming to my trapline, why do you go to my trapline? That kind of stuff.
The hate comes from there. They hated each other. But people... MNR... that was a long time
ago, they were called Lands and Forests back then, in the 50s. MNR said to my neighbour, his
trapline, you guys don’t fight over the land. It was about the government. Those mining
companies. We'll have a meeting. [We'll deal with the mining companies.] It's all about our
protection. Any big company can’t walk in and do what they want with the land; it's about our
rights. We didn’t made any agreements after that.

Some people weren’t happy with the way it was drawn?

A long time ago we used to share the whole thing. Even today, Fort Severn is like one big trapline.
That’s what it should be, no this and this and this. A big trapline is like a big reserve line.

Were people ever stuck with the territory they got or did they move around?

People could still move around.

A question about when you couldn’t hunt beaver. Do you have any stories ...?

Lots, lots. Threats. RCMP was most of the time doing the surveying in the traplines with the
dogteams. | guess they’d check the campsites and fires too, looking for bones. That's what they
do. Same with geese bones, that's what they do. At that time no one had any government

assistance, nothing. Everything was cheap. You could live on a dollar a month. A hundred
pounds of flour cost only a dollar. Everything was so cheap. You could live for a month on a dollar.
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[The translator stated that if someone had ten dollars they’d be rich. The interviewer replied that’s
how he felt most days.]
When | was twelve years old, | got a mink that | took to the Hudson Bay store and they paid me
$25. That was like $250 at that time. It took me three months to spend that money. In the 1950s
and 1960s, things were still good, $20 could put stuff on the table. After that it went up. The Inline
was only about $400, the Inline 250 Ski-Doo. How much today? An Olympic 350 was something
like $650, a 440 was something like $750 by the time the 1960s came around.
You said it was the RCMP going along checking campfires?
It was RCMP. He was always on the trail like that, that guy. On the canoe.
Why was he checking campfires?
I guess he was just an asshole, | guess. [laughs]
Were they doing that for themselves or for MNR?
He was looking for anybody to put in jail. That's what he was up to. [...] They worked together,
like today. Even today [it is like that]. | was in Peawanuck a couple of years ago and there was
MNR flying with RCMP.
What was the relationship like between the people and MNR?
[unclear] Especially MNR, they’d go after us all the time.
Did any local people ever work for MNR?
No, no. | don’t think so.
Generally speaking, would people work with MNR or would they avoid them?
They worked together but we would always tell them about our rights. We wouldn’t allow MNR to
control how we were trapping. Even today MNR is trying to shut down trapping and fishing.
People are trying to stand up to the MNR.
Is the MNR listening now?
No, never. Never going to listen. That's why we should have justice now. We need justice now.
What would happen if the RCMP found bones in the fire?
I guess they would have shot you in the head. They're going to could strip you [of equipment],
take your gun, your canoe and your motor, and the guy who had the beaver they’d put him in jail.
You'd have kids and they would suffer. It was a long time ago but it's probably the same today.
Do they still do that today?
Oh yeah. The MNR was trying to stop the harvest of Canada geese around 1985.

[Translator explains that people were not telling them about what they were harvesting as they
needed them for survival.]
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In your opinion, did the traplines work well as they were set up?

This area has to be clean all the time. We have to clean this whole trapping area. The
government wants everyone to live on their trapping lines but no one wants it that way because
this area has to be clean. We'd have log cabins all over the place, the whole area, and we’d have
to clean it all the time.

How would you clean it?

I guess you'd have to burn everything down. Complete. Burn all the garbage left behind, even the
bones, you'd put them away. The bones... caribou, beaver bones. Put everything away.

I've heard from some people that the bones would be burned, and from others that they'd be put
in trees. Would you do things differently at different times of the year?

The only time you’d burn them was on or before the springtime. Sometimes you could do it in the
fall to clean that camp area. If sometimes they couldn’t do it in the springtime they’d do it in the
fall. It was nice, natural.

When you cleaned the area, would you burn the brush, or the cabins?

The cabin, you put everything there, in the campsites. To be clean. [/t is unclear here if the
participant meant burning the entire site or the garbage from the site. The latter seems more
logical ]

You wouldn’t burn the cabin every year, though, would you?

Just when you were done with it. No matter how messy itis it is you'd burn it.

Where were the bones burned in a particular area? Were they close to the camp or away from
the camp?

Away from the camp. [points fo map] I've been here for years. There were two log cabins here on
Beaver Lake, one here [at Beaver Lake] and one there [points to the south end of the lake]. |

never saw that one. For years ago it was underground already. There’s another one there. There
were more cabins here on Amisk sipi [Beaver River]. | used to use that campsite on Beaver River.

Who do you think is in control of the land? Is it the people or the government?
The people, | guess. The reason | say that, today the First Nations, is right here. This is how
government takes care of the land. The really bad stuff is here.

[He presents some documents that he has written on traditional knowledge and hunting, which
outline his concerns about the effects of hydroelectric development, pollution and the radar bases
on the regional food chain. He also refers to a map of the Hudson Bay coast that shows overlaps
between trapping areas and radar sites. He draws a clear connection between water quality and
effects on terrestrial wildlife.]

The government destroys the land. It doesn’t respect it. It treats the land like a terrorist.

[He shows several pictures drawn by his 11 year old grandson, Logan Wanakamik, among which
show a fallen tower at a radar base and passing caribou, with comments about the effects of
industrial waste in the foodchain.]

At the military building there [at radar base 521], maybe 200 feet around it, the flies die. Paint
chips have lead and it blows in the wind. You don’t see it but it gets on you. It gets far away. The
caribou eat it and then | get lead and mercury, right? There’s explosive around the sites. There
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was a trapper who saw a big explosion there once. All of the sites are like that. There’s no
freshwater there, it's all destroyed. They're every 35 miles, 35 miles apart. [...] One missionary
was landing in Fort Severn and [they flew] near to one of the radar sites, and from there the
military intercepted their flight. That was 1961 or something.

After the radar bases closed, did people ever take things from there or were they left there?

Nobody bothered. We're still waiting to have them cleaned up, the garbage and the waste. That's
been buried there and some of the contents are very dangerous. | told those guys from Timmins

that that stuff when you put it underground is very dangerous. You don't see it but you can’t even
stand downwind from it. It's on your body.

With MNR working in the north, has any good come out of the work?

Nothing good ever comes out of MNR. They just want to make more laws.

What do you think MNR is interested in?

He just wants to wipe out the people and the animals.

Have MNR or other government agencies changed the way you show respect to animals?

No. [He refers to a picture from his grandson.] They don’t need to care about the water, or the
polar bears. They destroy everything. It's like Nelson River [in Manitoba] and hydro. | used to
work there in the 1960s. He was talking about fresh water in Canada. There’s no more fresh
water around Nelson River. That's why we have to sit at a round table, a month from now, and
talk more and more, talk to government about the land. We need justice for sure.

Who would sit at that table?

The government, | guess. The government made all the mistakes they can have all the expense.
The government will take everything otherwise. If | destroy my own land, how can | talk about it?
The mining companies, that's another thing. They’'d destroy the land too. Those lines paid every
year. We pay the price for the land every year. They destroy my land, so they can pay at court.
You can write that down. It's been 60 years that the land has been destroyed. Complete, no meat.
In your opinion, what makes MNR and Indian Affairs different from one another?

There’s Indian Affairs and the MNR sits lowest, below it.

Do they do similar things or do they do different things?

They just hide. They open their mouths and sit there. One [radar] site could be $10 million for one
area [to clean up?]. Those guys they need a billion dollars for sure. We had [millions] on Winisk,
three years ago. That's what it cost, but that's not across Canada. Not enough. They can only
afford to do three or four sites.

Is it getting easier to talk to MNR?

He’s hiding over there behind closed doors. They don’t want to mention [talk] about anything. We

had meetings with those guys since 1987. When I'm talking about something, I'm talking about
something. They know it. That's why.
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Is there anything else you’d like to add?

In the area around the Severn and Sachigo [river] junction, there was a mine there in 1929. It was
pulled out in 1941. There’s a lot of garbage sitting there.

What kind of mine was it?

It was a gold mine. After the 1970s we drilled there when | was working for INCO. We dug seven
or eight holes there, looking for gold. No luck. | was there two years. Not two years, just the
summers.

How was INCO to work for?

| made good money there. They paid my hotel, they gave me free beer, everything. All my
paycheque and overtime was mine. | used to charge them my air ticket. It was a good deal. [...]
We have to finish this, this mine I'm talking about. This mining shaft that went down, they didn’t
completely seal that shaft. After the 1930s, 40s, 50s, 60s, and 70s, that mercury comes out. That
shaft is on the main river. [discusses high mercury levels on Big Trout Lake] It gets into the fish
and the moose, and the water, and then people die. | don’t make up any stories. If any
government saw this, | would take the government for what they did to the land. | have no
problem with that. | don’'t need any witness. There’s a lot of garbage, a lot of fuel. The area from
here to here [points to map, crossing east to from Fort Severn to the Manitoba border], it's where
| trap here. | see a lot of fuel on the ground. There’s moose on the ground. They were using this
area here. | used this land as far as Manitoba, to the Seal River, that's how far | go on the Ski-doo.
[He points to the Nelson River area.]

Do you still work trapline or are you finished?

We have permission to trap in Manitoba, permission from those trappers there. This is my trapline
here [points to map] and we had another trapline here. [He points to Beaver River.] That was my
dad’s long ago. This is how much we use the land, this area. A real big area. When you get in the
bush, [you are] in it for in a month’s time. We cover everything [in a month].

What years were you using that area?

The late 70s. | was working at that time, | used to work in winter and come back here again and
here again, work in Pickle Lake and Gillam in Manitoba. | was working trapline. It's my life. It's my
lifestyle.

Meeting Two: afternoon of February 18, 2011

[Ermest Thomas came by for a second conversation that ranged over topics of local history and
economy. The following notes are presented in a point-form manner.]

Interview: Ernest Thomas

Language of Interview: English, Mushkego

Translator: Julie Miles

Location: KO Lands Office (Fort Severn, ON)
Date: February 18, 2011

* He shows a newspaper clipping from Wawatay News (2009) describing the formation of a
team for support on land planning and resource development. It involves 13 northern Ontario
communities, all treaty 9 adhesion members. So far it has not met again but he said that it
was a good start.
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He outlined the government entities that he felt could be held responsible for the remediation
of radar sites. These were Environment Canada, Department of Transport, Indian and
Northern Affairs Canada, Health Canada, Natural Resources Canada, and Department of
National Defense.

Ernest showed certificates of enrolment and discharge from the Canadian Rangers, in which
he served in the 3" Patrol Group from March 1998 to May 2005. He received 18 hours
training on GPS, military radio, etc. They were on call 24 hours a day, mostly working to find
people on the land if they did not check in on time. They were issued old guns [Lee Enfield
Mark IV .303] but they were still good guns. No one used scopes on their rifles. Could still hit
targets at 400 metres but they’'d have to use full metal jacketed long rounds.

His father was on the band council for ten years, quitting when he got too old. Council terms
are two years in length.

Some people lived near the post full-time. They moved to York Landing in Manitoba, around
treaty time or before [ca. 19297]. In his dad’s day, Fort Severn was mostly empty.

His family came from the Fort Albany area, his grandfather being born there.

Rocksand was an old place where people lived. There was an elder there who wanted to
start a reserve there. The government wanted to relocate people to Kenora but the chiefs
thought they were being fooled.

In the 1960s when he worked for Manitoba Hydro, there was talk about damming the Severn
River with as many as 14 dams. He said that he told the Fort Severn chief and council that
this would not be good for the community.

In the 1980s there was a proposal from INAC to raise chickens in the area. They may have
been also interested in cattle.

Around 1997, there were plans to extend roads and hydro to Fort Severn. This did not occur
and is probably too expensive now. Companies wanted assurances from each community,
which was not practical.

Tourism is now important in the north.

He travelled a lot, which he said was unusual. He would spend two or three weeks away at a
time, working for extended periods in Manitoba, Ontario, Saskatchewan, Northwest
Territories. In the NWT he worked in diamond mining where they put in an 80 foot rail line.
“We can stake [mining] claims but we can’t open mines. Besides, cleaning up the garbage is
first. Before anything new happens, some things need to be cleaned up.”

“Spend money overseas? They should give me $25 million for my pocket money.”

Ojibwa people sometimes would cut the beaver tail off and throw it in the water. He said that
the people here don't do that and that it's the best part of the animal. When asked if the old
people would break sideplates or images of animals into halves, he said, “That’s an Ojibwa
thing.”

People would use seal and whale for dog food. Seal skin was used for mukluks and
waterproof jackets.

People would also eat seal. Seal is like beaver in that it keeps you very warm when you eat it.
He once saw a European man in a caribou jacket. European jackets would have no hoods.
People here used to wear pointed hoods which allowed the heat to rise and not plaster the
hood against the wearer’s head. Today’s parkas are tight and your head sweats. He
remembered seeing the peaked hoods when he was a child.

Military pants and mitts are no good, they get wet easily.

Sealskin garments would be greased.

Mattresses used to be made from animal hides, mostly moose and caribou hides. Wolf was
very warm.

A dogsled was pulled by 4 or 6 dogs. Each dog could pull a hundred pounds. They were fed
at night time and “Anything | ate, they ate.”

People stopped using dogs for transport in the 1960s after snow machines came in. There
were machines before but the dogs were still used for a while. No one knew how the
machines were, but now they have good frames. People weren’t encouraged to use snow
machines, it just happened on its own.

There is cedar growing in the upper reaches of the Rocksand River. This was used for
gunwales, boat struts, etc. There is a medicine that grows in the Fort Severn area,
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somewhere southwest of the town, whose effects are like hemp. After commercial tobacco
was brought in by Europeans this other plant dropped out of use.
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Interview: Elizabeth Matthews

Age: 78

Born: York Factory, Manitoba
Resides: Fort Severn

Language of Interview: Mushkego

Translator: John Wabano, Julie Miles
Location: KO Lands Office (Fort Severn)
Date: February 18, 2011

I was born in York Factory and came here in 1942. At that time there were two families that |
came with, my extended family and their children and grandchildren. | was raised by my
grandmother. | was only 8 months old when | lost my mother and | grew up in Manitoba.

How did she die?
She got sick. She died in 1930. | also lost my grandmother when | was 10 years old. | learned to
look after myself from my grandmother, to live on the land. To this day | use what | was taught.

I've been here since 1942. | didn’t like it at first. | was only 12 years old when | came here with my
father, he found another woman here. | was travelling on Beaver River with him.

Was he trapping there?
Yes.

What was he trapping?

Mink, marten and otter. We weren't allowed to trap beaver at that time. Back then we weren’t
allowed to Kill beaver. It was hard for people. When | was five years old we were trapping around
Sturgeon Lake. One day my grandfather just left and went to Whitefish Lake where he had family.
Something was happening to them, there was no communication by phone or radio but he
sensed it and went there. There was John Bluecoat, Margaret, Henry, Moses... and Moses died
soon afterwards. He starved to death. He was in his teen years. The young man lost his life even
though there was beaver in the area but they did not trap them. Back then the people of Fort
Severn respected the law of MNR and the RCMP and did not kill the beaver because they were
told.

How did MNR tell people where and what to trap?

| don’t know how people were notified by MNR but | remember as a young child that we weren't
allowed to Kill beaver. In 1943 it opened again. We were able to trap beaver when we moved to
Fort Severn.

Around the same time, MNR made the trapline boundaries. Do you remember any stories from
when that happened?

| don’t remember anything from that but someone is bound to know. For people who grew up in
Fort Severn they're aware of it. Most of them grew up in the bush and on trapline. | guess what
MNR did was give out maps to a number of people and [told them] where the trapline boundaries
were. | guess that’s the same time when MNR started selling trappers’ licenses.

Did people always pay attention to the boundaries or did they trap in other areas?

People usually kept within the boundaries of their trapline and kept people out of their area. My
father trapped in the Beaverstone area, from Beaverstone River to Whitefish Lake. Nowadays I'm
surprised that people kept within their boundaries. They didn’t use GPS; they just knew where
they were going.
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What would happen if someone crossed the boundary and trapped on someone else’s trapline?
Nobody ever crossed my dad’s boundary. Whenever people came across they would tell people
where their trapline was. That way they wouldn’t harvest on their trapline. I'm concerned today
that MNR won't allow animals, water or waterfowl to be harvested in the future, and the next
generation will starve.

Did that apply to food or just animals for trapping?
It was mainly trapping but if you saw moose, caribou, whatever, if you saw it on someone else’s
trapline you could kill it. We would also share it with people [who owned] the trapline.

Do people today pay attention to the trapline boundaries or do they ignore them?
People now just go ahead and trap anywhere, because to them they don’t exist anymore. Not too
many people trap anymore and they can just trap anywhere.

In the past, people would respect everyone, and respect their elders. Now they hardly show
respect to anyone at all. These days no one really takes the time to teach their kids about how to
respect the land. People today are now also delayed [getting on the land] by high school and they
are reliant on technology rather than living on the land. Everything is getting in the way. Young
peoples’ lifestyles are different. They can run to the store. We couldn’t do that. It was day-to-day.

The other way people would be able to teach young people was to take them on the land. If there
were funding to take people on the land for 2 weeks, a month, then these teachings would
continue.

What do you think is important for people to learn?

People need to be taught carefully and to talk to their children. It's not a one-night conversation. It
has to start at an early age. The traditional way of survival is the most important. The current way
of doing things won't last forever, people need to go back to their traditional lifestyle.

Just by looking at the map, my grandfather left from Sturgeon Lake when he had his premonition.
He had nothing to guide him but he went straight to Whitefish Lake to help that family. He must
have camped once or twice [on the way].

My grandparents told me most of the things that would come in the future, and that | would need
to do everything myself because no one would hold my hand. They would just give me material
and | learned to make mitts. I'm amazed at people today. They go straight to their computer.

Of course, you're talking to the guy with a computer here and two gizmos, right?
[laughs]

When there came a time when Anglican priests flew to certain communities to pick up children for
the residential school, my father didn’t let me go. He said it was better for me to learn the
traditional life than to be stuck in school.

I'd like to ask another question about trapping. Did people adjust easily to the traplines or not?
Pretty much most families adjusted to the traplines and the boundaries set up for them. Relatives
would trap in their areas and they had no problem with it, and everybody abided by the law.

What if they weren't related?
With my side of the family, even if a stranger crossed over our side of the boundary we were
taught to respect them.

Did you ever hear about the government destroying traps or things on traplines?
No.
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Who is in control of the land, the people or the government?
The people are more in control than they were before.

Are MNR and other government agencies listening more now?

The MNR doesn’t want to listen to what people say. The other levels of government don’t
understand how people live off the land and make their living. They [government employees] are
only here for a few weeks. MNR has been trying to impose a law on the people of Fort Severn,
that people aren’t allowed to hunt in the spring. It's how we survived for years. It's really
expensive getting food in spring.

Are they looking to restrict hunting of geese, or everything?
Everything. Fishing, hunting. The MNR has no control over the land that God created because
God created it for the people to use. The Creator above created everyone and everything.

Are things improving with MNR or no?
There’s nothing good about MNR. They are trying to shut down everything for people and a way
of life. | would like to see hunting continue in the future.

How would you dispose of animal bones in camp?

Back then people really showed respect to the animals. We wouldn’t leave their bones or meat on
the ground. They would either burn them or hang them on a tree. That's how we would show
respect. Everyone showed great respect to everything. It's not like that today. Not too many
people show respect to the animals.

What do they do that is disrespectful?

The parents are not teaching their children how to dispose of the remains of the animals. There
should be a great respect for the animals because they provide everything. Some people today
continue to teach their children about the land. Not too many.

When would you decide to put bones in the trees or to burn them?
Some of the big bones we weren’t able to destroy in the fire, we would put them in a tree so they
were kept in one place. People were really clean back then; they wouldn’t even spit on the ground.

What would happen if you found old bones, like ones from someone else’s campsite?
We would pick up whatever was on the ground and clean it [i.e. burn it].

Did you choose special areas for burning or hanging the bones?
Everything was separate. We would find a separate area to burn them and one to hang them up.

Did that ever change by season?

It was any time of year. Everything was kept clean, no garbage anywhere. When someone killed
a moose, they would eat everything, even the hoof, they threw it in the fire long enough to make it
soft. We would eat the bone marrow.

The Rock Cree around Nelson House used to make something they called ‘asshole pudding’.
They took oats and raisins and such and put them in a moose intestine and steamed it or boiled
it.

People here would do that too but not with the raisins. | never saw a raisin when | was young.
[laughs] When did they do that?

They still do that, as far as | know. They also cook mariah livers in jackfish pipes.

My favourite part is when you boil the liver of the mariah with onions. Sometimes | buy wild food
from the kids or ask someone to go hunting for me. Everything is pretty good when it's fresh. My
favourite part of cooking ptarmigan is using salted pork with the meal.
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Interview: Rhoda Albany

Age: 78

Born: near Niskibi River
Resides: Fort Severn

Language of Interview: Mushkego

Translator: Julie Miles

Location: Home (Fort Severn, ON)
Date: February 19, 2011

How old are you?
I was born in 1932. I'll tell you only what | know. That’s not the correct date [on her status card].

Were you born in Fort Severn?
I was born on Niskibi River, up north here.

How long did you live there?
| don’t know, | was just born there.

When did you move to Fort Severn?
When we moved from Niskibi River, we didn’t move to Fort Severn. We stayed someplace else
for more trapping, on Fawn River.

Who was living with you at that time?
Just my family but occasionally we'd come across people coming towards our trapline.

Did those people trap on your trapline?
People went from one place to another for trapping.

When MNR put in the trapline boundaries in the 1940s, did people still move around or did they
stay in one area?

Even though the MNR imposed the boundaries, we stayed where we were and would go to
another trapline to trap with another family.

Did government people ever come onto your trapline?
| don’t recall anyone coming to the trapline. | have no memory of that.

When the trapline system was introduced, how were people told about it?
| guess there were some people in the community back then. That's how people would inform
each other of certain traplines and where they could trap.

What kinds of things did your family trap on the trapline?
Beaver, otter, mink, muskrat squirrel and weasel.

Did you ever eat them or were they just for furs?
Most of the people ate everything... otter, beaver, mink, muskrat. There was nothing else for
them to eat, so to survive we ate what we trapped. The main diet was beaver.

What else would you eat when on the trapline?
Moose, caribou, rabbit, ptarmigan and fish.
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Which did you like the most?

Everything. Even up to today, that's what | eat. When | don’t eat them for a long time | don'’t feel
well. Young people provide the food for me now, the moose, beaver, caribou and waterfowl. |
always end up calling one of my relatives to see if they can provide for me.

Do you know any stories from when beaver was scarce?

My parents would tell me stories when a lot of things were scarce. Not like today where there are
lots of things to kill for the family. People would long for food that they missed and it was hard to
feed the family. Some years were plenty and others were not.

Do you remember a time when hunting beaver was restricted?
Yes, | heard about it. Even though there were beaver people wouldn'’t kill it because they were
afraid of MNR. That's why people starved.

How did people get along with MNR?

They didn’t show hatred to MNR. We would get along with them without any problems. That’s
why people obeyed the law of MNR, they showed respect for them. That’s how they showed
respect, by not killing beaver.

Did MNR ever ask people what they thought?
MNR never asked in particular people what they thought of it [i.e. regulation]. Come spring,
beaver would be floating around because of overpopulation.

How old were you when that happened?

I’'m not sure but | was pretty young. At one point the chief and council had a meeting with MNR
asking them to lift the ban but they had a quota for how many beaver a family could kill. The
quota was only ten beaver a year for a family.

Did that quota ever go up?
Eventually the MNR just lifted the ban on beaver. Eventually they saw that there were too many
of them and people went ahead and trapped them.

Were any of the trapline rules or quotas a good idea?
The only thing that came about was when the ban was lifted and people could sell their pelts to
the Hudson Bay. That's the only good to come out of it.

How much did a beaver pelt sell for?
| don’t remember. It wasn’t that much. The highest was about twenty dollars.

Thinking from then to now, has MNR improved in the way it deals with people?
So far what the MNR is saying is good, but some is not good because he wants to set up
provincial parks and the people need the land for survival.

Who do you think is in control of the land, the people or government?

I’'m not really sure who's in control now. [laughs] I'm not sure who's in control of the land. That's
why people are speaking up to the MNR now. The younger generations need the land for
trapping and survival and whatever they need. What will become of them without the land? That's
why they’re trying to speak up to the MNR, because of the protected areas and parks.

Did government regulation of trapping change the way people used the land?
People really did what they were told to do and everything worked out if they did what they were
told. | hope that people can keep working on the land, especially the young people.

Did government regulation of trapping change the way you felt about the land?
I never thought of the land any differently. We just lived off the land that we were given.
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How would you show respect to animals?

It wasn't just one specific animal you would show respect to, it was all of them. Any one we had
bones that you would not use, they were burned so they weren’t scattered. We respected every
living thing. Mostly they were burned and some were put in trees.

When would you burn them and when would you put them in trees?
Even now it continues. Some people burn them and some people don’t respect them enough.
The animals know when you don’t respect them enough.

What happens when the animals aren’t respected?

To my knowledge, animals don’t stay in one place. They travel a far distance where they gather
together. They gather together every ten years and talk to each other. There’s a secret gathering
place and they tell each other if they've been mistreated. They would become scarce if they were
mistreated.

When the beaver was scarce when you were young, was it because they were mistreated?
There’s always someone who cares for everybody. They [the animals] know that. When it comes
time for them to become plenty, there is someone who cares for them. When they are needed,
they go where they are needed if they are respected.

Has your interaction with government ever changed the way that people show respect?
It hasn’t turned out good all the time. Sometimes the government doesn’t know what it's talking
about but sometimes the people do.

That'’s all the questions that | have. Is there anything else that you would like to add?
| have a brother who is in an old age home. He’s still aware of everything. He lives in Sioux
Lookout. He dealt with the laws of MNR. You could talk with him --- Elijah Albany.
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Interview: Isaac Matthews

Age: 75

Born: near Niskibi River

Resides: Fort Severn

Language of Interview: Mushkego

Translator: Julie Miles

Location: Niska Inn (Fort Severn, ON)
Date: February 20, 2011

How old are you again?
I am 75. [| was born] April 12, 1935.

Where were you born?
On Niskibi River. My parents told me that there were already geese flying at that time of year.

[Translator explains that this is early in the season. The earliest ever recorded in the area was in
2010 when the geese returned on March 29.]

What was your family doing then?

It was trapping mostly, all year round until the month of June. | started walking, leading the dogs
at age 7. | was walking around with my grandfather at age 7. My grandfather was Jimmy
Matthews. That was on Blackduck River.

How many other people were there?

When the traplines were set up [in the 1940s] there were about 35 people living in that area. We
were just staying together at that time. Half of those people are gone. There’s a lot of young
people that travel there [now] for hunting and fishing.

Which families were there at that time?

It was all just family, all of the Matthews clan. That's why the Niskibi area is a good area. Up to
Niskibi Lake we were assigned that trapline area. The reason was that no one was living up north
at that time so MNR assigned us that land for trapping and hunting. The head of the Matthews
clan was Phillip Matthews; he was the head of the clan for trapping.

[Translator explains that traplines pass from one generation to the next. If an elder dies the right
to trap that area is passed to the son(s).]

Was Phillip Matthews the family member who dealt with MNR?

He was always around MNR. | don’t know what they were doing but Phillip Matthews was with
MNR for two years on Blackduck River. He showed MNR how much land they needed [for
trapping]. From Blackduck River he went about 60 kilometres. During that time my uncle Phillip
Matthews was with MNR. They never told him what they were doing but they cut a line [in the
bush] to mark the boundary. Within the tree cut they put something under the ground but he
never knew what it was. Years back | went back to where my uncle said MNR made a clear cut
and | followed it. There’s a hill at the end, there’s big rocks sticking up. | think they contained
precious metals or stones.
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Whereabouts was the clear cut?

We went upriver on the Blackduck, somewhere up there. They were there for two years. | don't
know what they were doing. When | was out there no one really spoke English. There was a man
named Douglas Kakekaspan who translated for Phillip for a year, and then Albert Koostachin
translated after that.

What was the relationship like between people and the MNR?

There was good communication and people got along. The only reason there were problems was
because of a fear of MNR.

Why were people afraid of MNR?
| don’t really know why there was fear. They were seen as some sort of officers.
When the traplines were set up in the 1940s, how did they work? How did people react to them?

During that time when the traplines were set up for the people, it didn’t work out so well. At the
time my uncle was trapping there [near Niskibi] but people came in from the west. There were
confrontations with people. Phillip Matthews set up a trap for an otter. There was bait in the trap.
The people who came onto the trapline were Sammy Bluecoat and Geordie Thomas. Sammy and
Geordie took the bait and put it on their trap. In the springtime when people would gather here in
the community, Phillip Matthews told MNR what happened to his traps. The MNR called Sammy
Bluecoat and Geordie Thomas to have a talk. Phillip wasn’t too happy when he checked his traps
and someone had [tampered] with them. It was a long walk from Blackduck River to the Niskibi
Lake area it took seven days to get there, camping on the way. We only used dogs at that time. |
guess what MNR did to Geordie, [because] he was the one who put the bait in the trap, MNR had
a meeting with them and said if Geordie did that again he’'d be facing jail time.

Did it ever happen again?

That was the only time that I'm aware of. They were on their own trapline when they did that and
crossed over.

Would people share their traplines, or was it one family to a trapline?

We would share but once the traplines came in we had to watch where we were trapping. Today
we trap where we want. Some of the elders can’t get out to their traplines and young people trap
where they want. People don'’t say anything because they can’t get out to their land anyway. A
couple of years ago | went out with people trapping and it didn’t matter where we went. People
get too old and too sick and can’t use them, but all that matters is that people use the land.

Is MNR aware that people do that?

| don’t know if they're aware of that. I'm pretty sure that they are. The reason why people trap
anywhere, especially young people, is that the heads of the clans [i.e. extended families] have
passed away. For example my dad and family trapped in the Niskibi Lake area and no one said
anything. They're gone. As long as there is someone working the land.

What happens if someone doesn’t work the land?

That way MNR knows that people are still using the land.
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Before the traplines were set up, how did people organize trapping?

For my clan, the Matthews, before the boundaries were set up everyone got along and shared.
After that is when people started fighting. When the traplines came into effect the very first time,
people would communicate through other people or [do] witchcraft and send messages to one
another. They would send beads and the beads would turn to worms inside them. After the
traplines came into effect people had confrontations with each other and sent things to each other.
The person who sent it would go to a sacred place so no one would know that they did it. They
would send something in the form of a wolf or something. This is what my grandfather told me.

[Interpreter explains that this was intended to scare someone.]
Did people compete with one another for furs and traplines when Hudson Bay Company was in
charge?

There was no competition as long as someone got what they needed for the next winter. Even if
someone got less, someone would chip in and help them.

[Interpreter explains that basic needs included flour, sugar, baking powder, milk and tea.]
What were you trapping for?

Beaver, otter, mink. There was hardly any marten. There’s plenty today, just recently. Also fox,
both Arctic and red, and fisher. The only time | would get fisher was when | was setting traps for
mink. Sometimes | caught them in my mink traps.

What did you use of bait for otter and mink?
They basically just eat fish. That's what we would use for bait.
What else would you eat off the land when trapping?

Mostly beaver. When | wasn't able to trap | would go for beaver. [NB: He has not been able to
trap for the last three years.] Someone offered me otter but | didn't like it. | had a distant relative
who liked otter but | didn’t like it. Once when | was travelling with my grandfather we got two mink.
My grandfather skinned them right away and roasted them at the fire. | liked it, better than otter. |
also ate muskrat. There are lots of nutrients in muskrat.

What foods would you take with you while you were trapping?

When | was trapping on my own, the Hudson Bay store existed already and I'd buy canned food
for travelling. Everything was pretty cheap then... flour, milk, sugar, lard, and so on. Nothing was
artificial in those days. It was real. Everything was good. Nothing was over a dollar then. Today
you can barely afford anything. A pack of cigarettes now is $10.78 and back then they were 25
cents, twenty to a pack. They would sell tobacco in cans for 45 cents and papers would be 5
cents.

Did you ever hear any stories from older family, your parents and grandparents, about when
beaver was scarce?

| experienced and heard it. There was always food for people and beaver was always available.
Then MNR came and beaver was banned. They wouldn't sell snare wire for snares. MNR banned
snares for killing or trapping beaver, and then they introduced conibear traps for beaver.

[Interpreter explains that these are square traps that are supposed to kill instantly.]
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Before there were planes, people would come from Churchill... there was this guy who came
from Churchill named Tim Horton who came to check the snares. They had a different officer just
for beaver. In the fall | came across those officers at Shagamu River where some Americans had
a camp and they were checking on the Americans who were there for geese in the fall. There was
an elder named Mason Koostachin. When he left Niskibi River to buy supplies at the Hudson Bay
[store] they were always cautious of MNR along the way. They [MNR] would check your sleds for
wire snares. People who worked for MNR went camp to camp. Mason had a snare under his sled
but MNR wasn’t smart enough to check under there.

Roughly when did they ban the snares?

It was early, when | was younger. It was the early 30s when they banned the snares. In 1945 |
was still out with my dad and sometime in that time that's when MNR banned killing beaver. |
don’t understand why MNR banned the beaver; there was plenty of it.

How did the MNR and government tell people about rules and restrictions?

There was an MNR officer who dealt with beaver going camp to camp to tell people that there
was a restriction on beaver. MNR couldn’t come to the camps anytime they wanted because it
was a long journey for them. My dad and | went ahead and trapped anyway.

How long did the restrictions last?

| don’t know how long but | was aware of them. When MNR put the restriction on beaver
[trapping], whenever we went to beaver houses we would find beaver floating around. There were
too many of them, they were dying. I'm not sure why they put a restriction on them. How we knew
the beaver were dying was because foxes would smell them and dig under the snow and ice,
where they were frozen.

If | had a map I'd point out where | went [trapping]. Your map has no names so | can’t show you.
[...] People didn't stay in one area. The food would be scarce so they would keep moving. If you
saw a lot of rabbit tracks you’d stop and trap rabbit. | can show you where we would stop, where
we travelled.

You said that people don’t really pay attention to the traplines. When did that change?

It was in the early 80s, early 90s. Once the people who were the heads of the clans started to die.
Also, when people started to use Skidoos they went everywhere. | was happy when | was young
and saw people trapping. Everything was clean. | was with the Thomas clan for two years. | went
trapping with the late Gordon Thomas and followed that MNR clear-cut [on the border]. We
followed it as far as Sturgeon Lake. There was no Skidoo then; we were using dog teams.

When the trapline boundaries were put in, did it change the way people felt about the land?

For some people it really changed because there was a limited space where they could hunt and
trap. When MNR set up the boundaries and someone was hunting caribou, people would run
behind them. If they killed it in another trapping territory they’'d have to share it with the owner.

How would people show respect to the animals?

Everybody just respected everything they came across, especially caribou. The bones, after we
took the marrow out, we’d take the bones and burn them so they wouldn’t be scattered by other
animals. We’'d make sure that they were destroyed and that's how we would show respect to the
animals.
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Were any of the animals treated differently?

Nothing was ever thrown away. We’d eat the caribou head. After everything was cooked, we'd
make broth from the bones and then burn them. Nothing was thrown away then; it was all being
used. Nobody threw anything away because people were starving, especially upriver. Far inland
things became scarce but along the coast they were plentiful. Especially in spring when there
would be plenty of waterfowl.

In which seasons would you fish?

In the fall we'd set up a wooden fish trap [mitchiskan] along the creek. The fish would swim in but
water would go out. If people needed food they'd fish at any time of the year, even make holes in
the ice.

What kinds of fish would you catch?

Trout, charr, herring, whitefish, and sturgeon. All sorts of fish.

Which do you like?

My favourites are trout and char. People like eating suckers but they have too many bones. I'd
choke on all those bones. We would smoke the fish, especially in fall, and use them through the
whole winter.

Did people ever leave offerings for the animals?

I have no memory of that. | don't do that myself. | don’t remember anyone doing that. Animals
fend for themselves; they're just like humans. [laughs] When the otter gets fish, it takes it out of
the ice and eats it. When he eats it, another scavenger comes by and eats it when he’s too full.
Every year I'd travel and I'd see fish left by the other animals.

What would people do when they came across old bones, either left by people or animals?

We would leave things alone when a wolf killed an animal like a caribou. It wasn’t us who killed it;
it was the other animals.

Did people ever dispose of bones in a way other than the fire?

Not all animals were put in the fire, especially the otter and the mink. They were put up on trees.
When they were left like that they were left for the birds to feed on, so they have something else
to live on. Any sort of animal would come along, like wolf, fox, bear, birds... if they were searching
for food they'd eat it.

Was that done differently in different seasons?

It was only during the winter that we’d put them up like that. That's the way of properly disposing
of it, in the tree.

Where would the tree be, near camp or in a special area?
Where it's clean, not near the camp.
How long of a walk [was it away from camp]?

About here to the garage. [about twenty metres] As long as no one was able to step on the
remains. No one would want to waste their time to dispose of an otter. [laughs]
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That'’s great, you gave me a lot of information. Is there anything else you that would like to add?

No, that's about it. | would have really liked having a map to show you where | went. | want to
show you everywhere | went as a boy. We didn’t stay in one place for a long time.

Meeting Two: morning of February 21, 2011

[Isaac Matthews came by for a second conversation. He used various topographic and place
name maps to expand on the information from the first day. The following notes are presented in
a point-form manner.]

Interview: Isaac Matthews

Language of Interview: Mushkego

Translator: Julie Miles

Location: KO Lands Office (Fort Severn, ON)
Date: February 21, 2011

* He was born at the mouth of the Niskibi River. His family was travelling to Natena [?] which
means a hill that you can see from far away. They were not camping there when his mother
went into labour.

* His cabin is/was on the Tamuna River. Frank Koostachin was born there.

* His trapline starts on the Black Currant River. Traplines can extend into Manitoba.

*  Winter trapping was done on Mintiagan Creek. The area would be good if someone had a
boat and motor.

* He would never go to East Pen Island in summer due to large waves off the coast. From the
mainland to the island is about 45 minutes. That's where all the polar bears are.

* He stayed on West Pen Island and trapped Arctic fox. Trees are starting to grow there.

* There is a clear-cut on the border between Manitoba and Ontario. It was put in around 1948
or 1949. In 1950 they put up a cement marker to mark the border, close to the coast on the
Blackduck River. The marker has a metal pole with 1950 on it and has the names of the two
provinces on opposite sides. There is a smaller wooden marker where the rivers meet just
south of there.

* There is fishing at Bowman Lake, for trout, pike and sucker. Also good fishing on Otosi Sipi
(Little Auntie Creek). Sturgeon Lake (Minahiko Sakahikan) feeds Little Auntie Creek and is
the location of Radar Base 521.

* He trapped at Mansi River, which runs to the east of Niskibi River.

* There are big hills at the head of the Mansemegos River. He overnighted there. There are no
trout in the big lake there but there are very large pike.

* There is an old trail between Radar Bases 521 and 518. It used to go north of the hills but
that area never fully freezes, so now it goes south. In the area of the hills things look frozen
but they are not.

* People would go from Fort Severn to trap around Kaskatamakan River in Manitoba. No one
used to live there. They would go up to Omantomin Sipi (Mantomin River). Sometimes they
would overnight and then go to Kaskatamakan. When skidoos were available, you could go
from Fort Severn to Kettle River in seven hours. You could do this as early as mid-November.

* They had camps all over the trapline area.

* In spring they would go upriver on Niskibi River to the Tawaskweyew River [which is quite far
south].

* People from York Factory used to fish at the lake with the big island at the head of the Little
Auntie River. It is sometimes called Mistahi Sakahikan. It means big lake.

* At Beaver Lake (Amisko Sakahikan) people came from all over to trap. That is where the
people mentioned in the participant’s first interview took the bait from his traps.
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* On Beaver River there is a creek that drains into it called Sasakanay Sipi [sounds like
sasakanayan; possibly Sasakinikatewi Sipisi]. An elder and his wife were travelling and their
boat tipped. As they dried their clothes they sat around naked. Another group came along
and saw them and the spot got its name.

Figure A-1
Albert Koostachin and Philip Mathew on Hudson Bay coast near Fort Severn.
1955. John Macfie fonds, Archives of Ontario, C 330-13-0-0-163.
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Esais and llla Miles
Mushkego

Julie Miles
Home (Fort Severn, ON)
February 20, 2011

EM: | was born May 2, 1922. Wawiyaastanak, about 20 kilometres upriver from here.

When did you come to Fort Severn?

EM: All my life, I've been living here.

Was your family trapping on Dickey River when you were a child?

EM: Yes. Also trapped all over the place, even across the river too.

What were they trapping?

EM: Mink, muskrat, otter, red fox, Arctic fox, silver fox, marten, lynx, fisher and beaver.

Was the area better for one kind on animal?
IM: More marten and otter.

How long did you live on the trapline?

EM: | was in and out. Basically | stayed in the community and I'd leave to check my traps,

sometimes overnight.

How many traps would you set? How long would it take to check them?

EM: About 80 traps a day. Altogether about 60 to 80 kilometres. To cover the whole 80 kilometres,
I'd overnight sometimes. 10 to 12 days when animals are not plentiful.

Did you get a lot?

EM: It didn’t matter how much | killed. I'd killed plenty, but the most Hudson Bay would pay for
otter was $4 and mink $3. During that time there was a ban on beaver. If | ever did kill beaver

they’'d put me in jail.

Were they [government] checking traps in those days?

EM: MNR didn’t check the camp areas of the people but he would meet with the people and there
would be a ban on beaver. All they would do is an air search to check on the beaver lodges and

see if anyone was hunting them.
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Did people do it [i.e. hunt] anyway, even though it was illegal?

EM: Once that law was set by MNR, everyone abided by the law. Everybody feared getting
beaver because we were told we would go to jail if we trapped or killed it. | came to where people
were starving because they couldn’t trap beaver.

Did anyone die?

EM: | heard people starved but | only withessed one person who did. | heard a lot of people died
that year due to starvation.

Who died?

EM: Moses Bluecoat.

IM: It was 1935.

EM: He was pretty young, about sixteen years old. | was only seven years old at that time.

IM: Two infant babies died that year too, the same time, because the mother couldn’t produce
any milk.

EM: Those people died because MNR kept on their trail and eventually found the people at that
camp. That's why people were afraid on MNR at that time. An MNR landed in Big Trout Lake and
walked to Fort Severn, checking where people were staying. That's why people were in fear of
MNR.

Before they restricted beaver trapping, what were beaver populations like?

IM: There was hardly any beaver at that time, just here and there. As soon as he lifted the ban he
gave quotas to people as to how much they could get.

How long did the ban last?

IM: When | was pretty young myself there was already a ban. By the age of 17 there was still a
ban. They had the quota on beaver of ten per family per year. It depended on the family. If it was
a family of twelve, then each family member was allowed ten a year.

EM: Part of the reason why people starved was because there was no government assistance at
that time. The Hudson Bay Company managers and clerks helped out the people, put geese in
their iceboxes, salt cured [the geese], and when people came to trade their furs the manager
made sure that they ate before they traded their furs.

Around the same time, the government set up the trapline boundaries and told people where to
trap. Do you know any stories from that time?

EM: People were assigned their traplines. Everyone left from the community and went to them.
We stayed here because ours was just across the [Severn] river. We'd check our traps and come
back. That's all | remember.

IM: It's been recently that the government has given assistance to people. There was no
assistance back then; we just got what we could day by day. Once the government was stepping
in to help the people they would give the family $6 a child. It was hard for me to make a living off
the land. When it was bitterly cold, I'd eat squirrel, whiskey jack, anything | could get to eat.

EM: There came a time where the government would come every year to pay $4 for your land.

What time of year was that?

EM: In the summer. People would only come around in summertime.
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Were people happy with the trapline boundaries, or were there problems?

EM: There was a lot of confrontation between people because some people didn’t care and would
go on other peoples’ traplines. Animosity grew in the people. Some people would stay within the
boundaries of their trapline. Once that came into effect people started fighting and destroying
their traps because MNR told them those were their traplines. Before then everybody shared.
How did people solve the disputes?

EM: No one ever settled anything, it just kept happening. | came across people who didn't really
appreciate me trapping. Someone beat me up over their trapline. Most of them are gone already.

Did people ever stop competing? If so, when?

IM: When they started putting up radar sites and people were offered jobs, people stopped
competing.

Do people still pay attention to the trapline boundaries?

IM: No one really cares about the traplines now. They’re basically sharing. They trap where they
please. No one gets into any confrontations now.

Who is in control of the land, the government or people?

EM: Both government and MNR are in control and people are fighting for their rights, to claim the
land for survival.

When the land was broken up into traplines, did it change the way people felt about the land?
IM: Everything changed. How we looked at it and how we got along.

Was that change for the good or the bad?

IM: Both. It depended on the family.

EM: People came across MNR saying they owned the land, and people would die or go to jail if
they disobeyed the law. There’s going to come a time where everything is going to change and
everything is going to disappear.

Before | forget, llla, how old are you?

IM: | am 81.

[Esais quotes a bible passage stating that God provided for everything. Not translated except for
that line.]

llla, where were you born?

IM: | was born at Beaverstone.

How long were you there?

IM: About twenty years or more.

How did you come to be in Fort Severn?

IM: My dad would come here to trade his furs, and as a base for our family.
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EM: And then she met me.

How did you two meet?

IM: [laughs] We came in the summer of 1942.

Julie Miles: That’'s when she first laid eyes on my dad.

EM: I'm glad | met her. She looked after me after my parents died. My father died of a heart
attack at 65.

IM: It was in 1964. February 19, 1964.

Did you inherit the trapline from your father?

EM: Yes.
IM: Yes that's how it happened.

Now | have some questions about animals. What are ways that you would show respect to the
animals?

IM: | only grew up in the bush [i.e. did not attend school]. That's how we became aware of how
animals are because you live around them. If the animal is mistreated you won’t get it for two or
three years at a time.

What would be considered mistreatment?

IM: | guess it depended on how that family raised its children. Mistreating animals is by
overhunting them, or leaving them around, not putting them up on trees. Everything was burned.
Garbage was put in a certain area so it wasn’t where you lived. Otherwise we'd burn them. In
most cases where people really needed food they would eat fox, otter, mink, marten. That's the
only time we would eat them, when the food was scarce.

Sometimes you would put the remains in trees?

IM: Just the main [large?] bones we would put on trees. They were moose, caribou and beaver,
after they were cooked, after we had eaten and cleaned the bone.

Was that done in a certain season?

IM: All year round. It was just in the family. It depended. If you provided for another family you
would have to decide how to dispose of the bones.

Were they specific parts of the animal, or just any part? Legs, skulls, ribs...?
IM: Everything.
Is there anything else you would like to say?

IM: Today that’s how | treat the bones and don’t leave them around. | burn them or put them up
somewhere.

Do young people still do that?
IM: Not so many people now. It depends on who is teaching you. That's why that land was so

clean. Some people don’t care about what they do. Everything came from the elders, what they
said. If you don’t follow what they said then things won’t work out because they knew what was
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good for you and how to go about it. Not all bones were disposed of. We used some for scraping
hides.

Which were good for scraping hides?

IM: The leg bone from a polar bear.

[llla leaves and returns with a hide-scraping tool made from the leg bone of a polar bear, probably
a tibia. It has a hide thong on one end and the other has been shaped into a thin wedge. It shows
considerable polish as if well used.

What is the word for this in Cree?

IM: Mikikwan. [According to the Wasaha Ininiwimowin Dictionary (2007): mihkikwan, a scraper]

Is there another kind, one that you pull toward you?

IM: Paskakigan. [According to the Wasaha Ininiwimowin Dictionary (2007): paskowahcikan, a
beamer]

[The translator explains that it is a tool used to remove the hair from a moose or caribou hide. The
interviewer imitates the motion that he has seen for using a beamer, a type of hide preparation
tool made from a bone that has been split longitudinally. llla nods at the motion, presumably
agreeing with it.



