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ABSTRACT

The Green Belt Movement of Kenya is an environmental conservation
movement that began in 1977 as a project of women planting trees. It has since
grown into a popular movement in Kenya expanding its goals of environmental
rehabilitation to include broader socio-political issues in the Kenyan context. To
date the GBM has been the subject of studies, which have analysed various
phases of its development. However, these studies have paid limited attention
to the gendered aspects of the movement, despite the GBMs central focus on
the mobilization of women. It is the gendered nature of the movement that this
study has sought to explore in more depth.

This is a qualitative case study, which relies on documentary analysis of
primary and secondary sources of information on the GBM. Ecofeminist and
WED perspectives drawn from feminist theorizing and research which show the
links between gender and the environment are used to explore how gender
issues have influenced the evolution of the GBM. In particular, the social
constructionist insights on the relationship between women and the
environment highlighted by these theories are used to emphasize the broader
context that has shaped women's engagement in environmental issues. The
themes explored include how gender roles and gendered social organizations
have influenced the structure of the GBM, as well as rights to resource access
and management and gender politics in a broader Kenyan context.

The study concludes that women's involvement in the GBM is rooted in a
complex ideological and material reality, which underlies existing social,
economic and political structures in Kenya. | argue that women's initiatives
within the GBM are related to both livelihood strategies, and to gender
inequality and social justice issues in Kenya. Thus attention to gender is critical

for any analysis of the GBM as a social, political and environmental movement.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

One of the key global concerns of the late 20t century is the ecological
crisis. It is a resultant feature of past ecological and economic patterns and
has bec;ome a challenge for the future. During the past decade the dimensions
of this crisis have become painfully visible. The 1970s and the early 1980s
witnessed a growing awareness of the dwindling of natural resources and
general ecological degradation (Hausler, 1995). Communities and leaders
world-wide became rﬁore aware of the need for drastic measures if the
looming crisis was to be averted. Overall, national and international policies
with regard to the envirécnment were reviewed and some steps were taken to
address critical environmental issues.

One of the effects of this concern was the growth of environmentalism as
an international movement (Hausler, 1995). This was in part a result of the
realization that environmental problems were not limited to national boundaries.
Moreover, environmental degradation was linked to the growth of poverty and
worsening living conditions in many parts of the world. According to Contreras
(1996) environmentalism as a social movement bears a discourse that
challenges current social arrangements such as the modes of production and
consumption that have aggravated environmental destruction and concurrently

pushed a large number of the world's population into poverty. He argues that
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environmentalism cannot be analyzed as neutral terrain, its very nature as a
way of calling attention to certain practices that needed to be changed has
been inherently political.

Environmentalism goes beyond the fight to protect the environment and
becomes a challenge to the relationships that exist in society and has often
been used as a platform for political action (Contreras 1996; Rocheleau et al,
1997). This is because it has been realized that people's relationship to their
environment is mediated by socio-political and economic organizations.
Therefore, if environmental problems are to be addressed, it is important to use
a holistic approach that integrates social, political and economic factors in
analysing environmental issues. Furthermore access to and control of
environmental resources are inextricably linked to the position of people based
on gender, class and even race or ethnicity (Rocheleau et al, 1997). Thus,
issues pertaining to the environment are not politically neutral.

Social movements have been at the forefront of global organizing efforts
to limit environmental degradation and the pursuit of more sustainable
development. The concept of sustainable development became prominent after
the World Commission on Environment Report published in 1987. In the now
famous report Our Common Future (1987) the notion of attaining a balance
between development and environmental sustainability became central hence

the heightened significance of the concept of sustainable development. In this
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report the concept was defined as " development that meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs. ...[S]lustainable development requires meeting the basic needs of all
and extending to all the opportunity to satisfy their aspirations for a better life"
(World Commission on the Environment and Deve!opment, 1987: 43-44).

A notable feature of environmentalism has been the involvement of
women. Women's involvement in environmental movements has become a key
factor in significantly altering development discourses. The convergence of
issues of gender, environment and development is part of the emerging
discourse on changing economies, ecologies and politics globally. The
recognition of women's central roles as users and managers of the environment
is not a new wave in the environmental movement. Throughout the world
women play crucial roles in both productive and reproductive capacities
although most of their contributions in these capacities have often been
neglected in academic and mainstream discourses on the environment (World
Resource Institute, 1994; Zein-Elabdin, 1996).

Current academic discourses on the links between gender, environment
and development have emerged mainly from feminist and environmentalist
critiques of economic development models. Women's impoverished conditions
globally have primarily been attributed to ecological degradation and loss of

political control over nature's sustenance base (Mathaai 1991; Shiva 1989;
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World Resources Institute, 1994; Zein-Elabdin 1996). Although both men and

women are affected by the negative impact of development processes, some
analysts argue that women tend to be more heavily impacted. This negative
impact of development has been referred to as mal-development (Mathaai
1991; Shiva 1989).

Studies have indicated that there are real not imagined gender
differences of experiences, responsibilities and interest in environmental issues
(Shiva, 1989, Rocheleau et al, 1997; Thomas-Slayter and Rocheleau, 1995).
The pursuit of economic development, which has contributed to exacerbating
environmental problems, has in particular neglected the special needs of
women (Haider 1996; Shiva, 1989). It has been argued that the poverty crisis
affects women most severely at a global scale, to such an extent that we now
have the phenomenon of the "feminization of poverty" especially among women
‘in the south. Among the growing numbers of the world's poor, are a
disproportionate number of women. Analysts have estimated that women
constitute 60 - 70 per cent of the world's poor (Haider 1996: 24).

Women's movements and groups in both the south and the north have
been known to play a central role in the environmental movement and have
been at the forefront of environmental activism. The issue of the environment
as it relates to gender was brought to international attention by the outcome of

the final 'Decade of Women' conference in Nairobi in 1985 (Muteshi, 1995). It is
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noted that women's involvement in environmental issues is due to several
reasons. It is women's labor that is made more arduous as a result of cash
cropping or deforestation or displacement. It is women who are directly
responsible for the health of their family members in the face of toxic waste or
famine or related environmental problems. It is women's bodies that bear the
brunt of developing biotechnologies and discourses around overpopulation
(World Resources Institute, 1994). Thus, it is within this context that women
have raised voices to condemn social and environmental injustices.

Faced with problems of increasingly severe environmental stress in their
societies a growing humber of women especially in the south have initiated
projects aimed at improving their environmental conditions. Their initiatives
span an array of issues including forestry, agroforestry, agriculture, energy
conservation, water management and creating a general awareness of
environmental issues. The Green Belt Movement of Kenya (GBM) which is the
focus of this study is one such environmental movement. The GBM developed
out of the need to address the problem of an encroaching desert in Kenya. It
championed tree planting, land reclamation and rehabilitation, agroforestry and
environmental education (Mathaai 1988). Over time the movement which
started as an instrumental project by women planting trees has developed into
a prominent national movement advancing its environmental campaign to levels

of political advocacy. It has been noted for its active role in the growth of a civil
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society in Kenya (Ndegwa 1996). The climax of this development came recently
in 1997 when GBMs objectives and working philosophy were adopted as part of
a political party manifesto for the newly formed Liberal Party of Kenya. In
addition its co-ordinator, Wangari Maathai was proposed as the party's
candidate who would run for national presidency (Opanga, 1997).

‘The evolution of the GBM from a single-issue project to its incorporation
of a national political agenda raised various questions that have been analyzed
in previous studies (Michaelson, 1994; Ndegwa, 1996; Wangunyu, 1994).
Environmental issues have prominently featured in political rhetoric in Kenya.
Environmental degradation seems to present a far more direct and serious
threat to the daily life of people in Kenya because of its increasing magnitude.
Thus, the central role of environmental concerns in the conflict between citizens
and the state as exhibited through the GBM constitute a unique feature of the
state of transition in contemporary Kenya (Ndegwa, 1996).

One of the cohspicuous features of the GBM is the central involvement
of women and it is this aspect of the movement that this thesis focuses on. In
Kenya, as in many other parts of Africa, women are involved not only in
resource management but they are also increasingly becoming more vocal
politically and socially. As will be highlighted in this study, resource and gender
issues have become central to the debates on transformation of current Kenyan

society (Thomas-Slayter and Rocheleau, 1995). Using this backdrop the GBM
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is explored here as a social movement heavily influenced by women and

gender concerns.

1.1 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

This research is an exploratory case study of the dynamics of change of

the GBM from its inception to the present. My main argument is that by raising
guestions about its gendered focus other dimensions of the movement that
have not been adequately addressed in previous studies can be explored. As
Thomas-Slayter and Rocheleau (1995) have noted, both women and men are
key resource managers. But giving attention to gender is particularly relevant
because there is a correlation between the increasingly impoverished
conditions of women and the deteriorating state of the world's ecology.
Furthermore, women in Kenya have been key players in environmental
conservation efforts and highlighting these efforts is crucial.

This study looks at how the GBM has evolved over time. It analyzes the
movement's emergence, goals and objectives, organizational structures,
strategies and outcomes. The theoretical frameworks of ecofeminism and WED
that have been drawn to show the links between gender and the environment
are used to understand and interpret the experiences of local women involved
with the GBM. These approaches explicitly incorporate gender showing how it
is a critical variable in shaping access to, and control of, resources. These

approaches also explore how gender interacts with other variables such as
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class, race, caste, culture and ethnicity which may have a great impact on
ecological practices particularly on resource access and management
(Agrawal, 1998; Rocheleau et al; 1997).

The complex context in which gender as a variable has been able to
shape the conception, growth and transformation of the GBM is examined.
Specifically | analyze the intersection of gender and environment through the
lens of three themes: gender rights and roles (over both property and resource
management processes); gendered organization; and gender and political
activity. This gender analysis of the GBM highlights the important role women
have played in the growth and shaping of the movement. It also adds to the
literature on the gender environment nexus and an understanding of the role of
women in the political and social development of Kenya in the 20th century.
1.2 PLAN OF THE THESIS

The thesis is divided into six chapters beginning with the introduction.
Chapter Two reviews existing literature on the GBM and discusses the methods
used in the study. The first section begins with a review of approaches used in
previous studies of the GBM, and highlights the absence of attention to gender
in these studies. The next section introduces theoretical frameworks, which
show the links between gender and environment, providing a framework for my
analysis of the GBM. In addition this chapter provides a conceptualization or

definition of a women's organization which is essential for grounding my
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argument for viewing the GBM as a women's movement. The final section of
this chapter is a discussion of the methods of the study, including methods of
data collection and analysis and some of the limitations encountered.

Chapter Three is mainly descriptive. It explores the historical
background, the organizational structure and the operations of the GBM. This
establishes a broader understanding of the GBM's significance in Kenya. This
chapter also includes a historical and contextual analysis of the development
and evolution of the GBM.

Chapter Four establishes an arena for exploring the issues related to
gender and resource management and access. It is here that | analyze how
gendered social structures and organization and gender roles have influenced
the development of the GBM. Themes on how gender shapes and motivates
participation in environmental concerns are explored. The concept of ‘women's
groups' is then highlighted as central to understanding women's involvement in
environmental concerns in the Kenyan context.

Chapter Five looks at how gender and politics shape gender relations
not only with regard to resource access but also in broader social terms. It is
argued that gender relations in the Kenyan context also mediate the evolution
of the GBM from being concerned mainly with conservation efforts to a
movement concerned with broader socio-political issues. The involvement of

men in leadership positions in a predominantly women's movement is briefly
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explored in the last section of the chapter.

Chapter Six summarizes the research findings. | argue that ecofeminist
and WED frameworks, particularly those emphasizing a constructivist approach
are useful in understanding the gender-environment nexus of the GBM.
However it is also crucial to closely examine the specific socio-historical context
in which the GBM has developed. Looking at context allows you to see the
multiple intersections of factors that have shaped women's participation in the
GBM and its evolution from tree planting to a broader political movement. This

chapter also suggests areas that could be explored in future research
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CHAPTER; TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW AND METHODS.

In Kenya, women are increasingly involved not only in environmental
activities but also in political and social action. Gender and resource issues are
becoming central to debates in Kenyan society (Thomas-Slayter and
Rocheleau, 1995). Gender is seen as central to the positioning of both men and
women vis'a vis institutions that influence access to resources and to the wider
economy and polity. The focus of this chapter is to locate the orientation of the
study by reviewing literature and discussing the methods employed in the
study.

2.1 PREVIOUS STUDIES OF THE GBM: A REVIEW

The GBM is an environmental movement that has mobilized people in
general and women in particular to work toward socially, economically and
environmentally sustainable development. This has been accomplished through
its focus-on facilitating the voice and collective action of the grassroots mainly
in rural Kenya to work toward a better environment. The main focus of the
movement has been tree planting thereby strengthening local Kenyan people's
efforts to control environmental degradation.

Previous studies of the GBM have largely focussed on understanding
the GBM from a social movement perspective. Social movements have been

broadly defined as organizations, which have roles, positions and norms among
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participants. Such organizations have purposeful intentions to reorganize
society (Curtis and Zurcher, 1993). The previous studies have fitted the GBM
within either consensus or conflict perspectives presenting it as an organized
movement involved in mass mobilization and the raising of civil consciousness
in Kenya (Ndegwa, 1996; Michaelson 1994; Wangunyu 1994).

Michaelson (1994) argued that the GBM could better be understood as a
consensus movement. He characterized the GBM as a movement that
intentionally remained outside traditional political spheres, employing
consensué means to achieve its social change objectives. Michaelson used two
social movement paradigms - Resource Mobilization- Political Process (RM-PP)
and New Social Movement Identity Oriented (Michaelson, 1994:542) to analyze
the GBM. Michaelson's argument was based on his characterization of the
movement as a self-help grassroots movement. He notes that "self-help
movements engage in collective action to improve conditions of the groups
directly and in so doing alter social arenas. Self-help movements are more
subtle, and on the surface are often politically benign” (Michaelson, 1994: 540).
Thus he argues that it is this characteristic that defines the GBM as a
consensus movement. He argued that officially the GBM has maintained a non-
confrontational approach. As a social movement the GBM has sought changes
through self-help activities and not direct political confrontation (Michaelson,

1994). However, this is-one of the shortfalls of his study. Although Michaelson
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noted that the co-ordinator of the movement, Wangari Maathai, has been
involved in political activism he separates these actions of the GBM's
leadership from what he vaguely refers to as "official goals". Another theme that
Michaelson (1994) fails to address is the gendered nature of the movement. His
analysis of the changing faces of the movement barely mentions the
involvement of women.

By contrast Ndegwa (1996) explored the conflictual nature of the GBM.
He approached the GBM from a civil society perspective noting that the
movement has been a part of a growing civil society in Kenya. This study also
underscored its self-help grassroots character showing how this type of
organization has enabled the GBM to engage in community activities to
improve the living conditions of its members and also engage in social and
political activities. For instance he notes that the massive reforestation program
of the GBM has improved soil fertility, increased firewood supplies and provided
monetary gains to some of the members (Ndegwa, 1996:82).

In addition, Ndegwa (1996) analyzed the political involvement of the
GBM. He contended that, as part of civil society in Kenya the GBM has adopted
a more confrontational strategy and is best understood as a conflict movement.
He argues contrary to Michaelson (1994) that apart from its environmental
goals the movement is very much politically oriented noting that one cannot

envisage the movement without looking at the leadership of Maathai especially
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her political involvement (Ndegwa, 1996:81). This study directly challenges
Michaelson's analysis which separates the political actions of Maathai from
what he refers to as the official orientation of the movement thus allowing him
to classifying the GBM as a consensus movement (Michaelson, 1994).
Although Ndegwa's study addresses some aspects of gender, this variable is
not fully explored. Ndegwa (1996) describes the movement's focus on
mobilizing women, but this dimension is overshadowed in his analysis, which
presents civil society in Kenya primarily in gender neutral terms.

Ndegwa (1996:97) explores how the GBM stands out as a vocal
environmental movement by paying attention to how the movement becomes
involved in political campaigns in Kenya. What he fails to explore in his thesis is
how, or whether, the gender makeup of the movement affects its operations.
‘He also does not explore the effect of the incorporation of women into the
growing civil society. In his analysis the civil society is generic and is a
progressive means through which democratic values are to be pursued. It is
this gender-neutral approach to the civil society that is problematic. Women
who also make up a greater percentage of the GBM have for a long time been
neglected as a political force in Kenya.

In this thesis it will be argued that the incorporation of women in the
Kenyan political arena through such movements has changed the Kenyan

political sphere and has also exposed some interesting dynamics of gender
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relations in Kenya. Women's involvement in organizations such as the GBM
have formed an important building block in development in Kenya and their
contribution as an important and unique part of the body politic should not be
overlooked.

Wangunyu (1994) analyzed the GBM using social movement theories,
exploring how the GBM had evolved over time. She sets out to examine the
development and growth of the GBM using frameworks that have attempted to
explain the occurrence of collective behavior and social movements. Her
analysis was grounded by the 'emergent norm theory’ of collective behavior
(Wangunyu, 1994). She argued that this theory adequately explained social
movements such as the GBM noting that

"[tlhe emergent norm theory identifies the elements that make

up social movements. More than any other theory it elaborates

on the interaction among the public, a given situation and the

internal conflicts and motivations that together with external pulls

and pushes encourage individuals -either to participate or not

participate in collective behavior'(Wangunyu, 1994:30).

Arguing that social movements do not remain stagnant Wangunyu notes
how the GBM has changed over time redefining itself to the changing demands
of its members and the larger Kenyan comr_nunity. She attempts a limited
analysis of gender and the GBM. She does not critically approach issues of

gender and dismisses the idea of a women's movement as a western ideology.

In looking at the social forces that have contributed to the development of the
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movement she is cognizant of the fact that gender relations in the Kenyan
context have played a role. However, the social movement perspectives used
in her analysis do not provide adequate tools to look critically at the gender-
environment nexus. In this sense, Wangunyu does not fully explore how gender
relations have impacted on the development of the GBM.

This review of previous studies shows the gap that this study intends to
fill. The importance of these analyses not withstanding, | argue that gender is
another prism through which important dimensions of the evolution of the GBM
can be explored. Feminist perspectives that have looked at the relations
between gender, development and environment will frame this study. In these
perspectives gender is explicitly incorporated. These perspectives will also
shed some light on the limitations of other approaches that have not taken
account of gender in analyzing the GBM, by highlighting women's distinct
contribution to the growth of the GBM as a social movement.

This study will therefore bring a new angle through which the evolution of
the movement will be analyzed. It is argued that gender is an important factor
that can enable us to understand the dynamics of the movement. Furthermore
this study brings out specific historical, social and political contexts in which the
GBM has evolved that are not addressed in previous studies. | argue that the
organizational form and greater spread of the GBM as one of the most popular

environmental movements in Kenya have been in a sense a cumulation of a
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lengthy socio-historical process. | show in the analysis that the movement has
developed various phases since its inception, which are marked by specific
episodes in Kenyan history. Thus, placing the GBM in a Kenyan context
enables us to better understand its dynamics.
2.2 THEORIZING GENDER AND ENVIRONMENT

Two main frameworks have dominated the analysis of gender and
environment: Ecofeminism and Women, Environment and Development (WED).
Analysts from each of these perspectives have used the GBM as an example of
a women's environmental movement (Kettel, 1998;Merchant, 1992). This
section reviews the main arguments of these frameworks. Although there are
on going debates and critiques around these theories as they continue to be
formulated this section will focus less on these emerging issues. Of central
importance here is how these theories link gender and environment issues and
how they can be applied to understanding the development of the GBM.
2.2.1 Ecofeminism

Ecofeminism analyses environmental problems by critiquing patriarchy
and showing the relationship between patriarchal oppression and the
destruction of nature. Ecofeminists have argued that there is a connection
between ecological degradation and the oppression of women (Merchant,
1980, 1992; Shiva, 1989). Ecofeminists argue that ideologies that authorize

gender, race and class subordination also sanction the exploitation and
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degradation of the environment. A fundamental tenet of Ecofeminism is that if
feminism is to adequately address issues specific to women's oppression then
it must adequately pay attention to how that oppression is connected to the
devaluation and exploitation of non-humans. As a body of thought Ecofeminism
is still evolving but it carries a growing currency within feminism.

Ecofeminism has its roots in both feminism and environmentalism. As a
theoretical perspective Ecofeminism was developed out of the consciousness
within feminism of the connection between environmental degradation and
women's subordinate positions in most societies. The term Ecofeminism was
coined by the French writer Francoise d' Euabonne in 1974 who was calling for
an ecological revolution led by women. For Euabonne, women's input into
ecological restora.tion was fundamental because of their direct concern at all
levels with nature (Sandilands, 1998). Such a revolution was also intended to
alter the gender relations between men and women and between nature and
humans. Ecofeminism was further developed by other scholars in North
America such as Ynestra King at the Institute of Social Ecology at Vermont who
began to explicitly articulate abstract analyses of the connection between the
oppression of women and destruction of nature. Ecofeminism was incorporated
into a movement addressing practical politics around women and nature by
about 1980 (Merchant, 1992, Sandilands, 1998).

Ecofeminism provides a conceptual framework with which to locate and
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connect struggles by women over the degradation of the environment. The
main arguments by ecofeminists are based on the assumption that women's
close connection to nature is because of their engagement in the work of
reproduction, nurturing, and the sustenance of life (Merchant, 1992; Mies and
Shiva, 1993). Thus, women's insights into natural processes are seen as more
enlightened in pointing a way out of a male-constructed environmental
catastrophe. The connection between domination of women and domination of
nature is seen as ideological, rooted in the systems of ideas and
representations, values and beliefs that place women and nature hierarchically
below men (Carlassare, 1996; Merchant, 1992;Mies and Shiva, 1993).
Ecofeminism embodies several discourses within it which reflect different
positions within the feminist movement. As a growing body of thought there is
no one epistemological position that all ecofeminists are said to share. But what
stands out as their central argument is their desire to foster resistance against
the domination of women and nature for the sake of human liberation and
global environmental protection (Carlassare, 1996; Merchant, 1992).
Ecofeminist discourses illuminate some important conceptual links between the
symbolic construction of women and nature and ways of acting upon them.
Ecofeminists argue that the nature-culture dichotomy is a false, patriarchal
ideology, which is used to perpetuate and justify male dominance.

There are several arguments that are central to Ecofeminist thought.
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Agrawal (1998:193) identifies these as follows:

i) There is an important connection between the domination of

women and nature, and the exploitation and domination of nature;

ii) In patriarchal discourses, women are seen as closer to nature.

Nature is seen as inferior hence the view that women are inferior;

iii) Because of these paradoxes women have a stake in ending

the domination of nature;

iv) Feminists and environmental movements both stand for

egalitarian, non-hierarchical systems. Therefore they have a lot in

common and need to work together to evolve a common

perspective and practice.

Ecofeminism is multidimensional covering a vast historical, ideological,
geographical and conceptual range in its analyses. Although Ecofeminist
arguments have consistently focussed on conceptualizing the connection
between women's subordination and ecological degradation this connection is
voiced within a multiple and vibrant set of political positions under the umbrella
of ecofeminism. Ecofeminists have been categorized as liberal, cultural and
social and socialist (Merchant, 1992). Liberal ecofeminists look at the need to
reform environmentalism so as to alter human relations with nature from within
existing structures of governance through the development of laws and

regulations. For liberal ecofeminists environmental degradation is a product of
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rapid development of natural resources and failure to regulate environmentally
friendly legislature. They argue that women who are not different from men as
rational agents are excluded from the education and economic opportunities to
be scientists, natural resource managers and legislators. Thus women cannot
contribute to the improvement of the environment and a general higher quality
of human life because of this exclusion (Merchant, 1992; Sturgeon, 1997).

Liberal ecofeminists who are identified with liberal feminists focus on
change through the legal reforms of existing political systems. Their main
argument is that what is needed is provision of equal opportunity for achieving
individual development for women. In the 18th century liberal feminists such as
Mary Wollstonecraft argued for the rights of women to education, economic
independence and political representation as one of the ways in which women's
subordination could be corrected (Green, 1994). This argument was predicated
on the fact that men and women are equally rational, autonomous individuals
capable of and indeed inevitably faced with moral choices. In the contemporary
era such a focus on individual rights has been criticized because it can
degenerate into encouraging women to join the ranks of those who dominate
others rather than work to change unequal systems (Green, 1994).

Cultural ecofeminists analyse environmental problems by critiquing
patriarchy as a system of power. They see a symbolic relationship between

patriarchal oppression and the destruction of nature. Cultural ecofeminists have
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looked at the historical and symbolic interconnections between the domination
of women and the domination of nature (Merchant, 1992; Shiva, 1989). This
approach is evident through the work of Merchant (1980) and Shiva (1989).

Merchant's book The Death of Nature (1980) developed the first
historical argument for ecofeminism. She argues that the development of
capitalist society and the rise of science were catalytic events that led to an
attitude toward domination of women and nature. She notes that in Western
society, women were looked upon with greater respect in the Middle Ages
because production was still largely based in the home and as a result women
were valued as indispensable economic partners. Their role as mothers was
highly regarded and this respect was carried over to nature, which
metaphorically was seen as mother (Green, 1994; Merchant, 1980:2). With the
advent of capitalism the role of women changed as industries became the main
spheres of production and nature began to be viewed as an object to be
exploited. This transition marked the beginning of the domination of women and
nature (Merchant, 1980:193).

Shiva (1989) looked at the symbolic connection between women and
nature in the Hindu cultural context. She critiques the western model of
development arguing that this, combined with the western model of science,
are the primary causes of ecological destruction. This is because these

paradigms are commercially driven and depend heavily on overexploitation and
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unsustainable use of natural resources. She indicts western science and
development practice imposed on third world countries as a continuation of
colonization and as an extension of modern western patriarchy's exploitation or
exclusion of women and the exploitation and destruction of other cultures
(Shiva, 1989:2). 'She notes how economic and scientific paradigms of
development, are Eurocentric in design and cannot be universally applied to all
societies. This Shiva argues, is one of the main reasons for the worsening
conditions of the environment in the third world countries. Shiva analyses Hindu
cosmology and women's work in food production, water management and
siIvi_cuItu;e. She argues for a return to an ecological science that correlates with
the practices of Hindu women whose care for nature was supported by cultural
and religious notions of Shatki (as dynamic energy) and Prakriti (the feminine
principle). Her conception of Ecofeminism is one that is culturally relevant. She
argues that Eurocentric science combined with technology, politics and
economics have exploited nature and marginalized women. For Shiva,
ecological sustainability can only be possible through a culturally sensitive
ecology that will ensure harmonious biodiversity between women, men and
nature (Shiva, 1989:223).

Social and socialist ecofeminists both emphasize a more constructivist
approach to women and environment. They differ in the sense that social

ecofeminists emphasize only the category of production as central to
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understanding the connection between the domination of the environment and
that of women. On the other hand socialist ecofeminists integrate reproduction
and production as central in their arguments for sustainable development
(Merchant, 1992: Salleh, 1995: Shiva, 1989). Women's social roles in many
societies, but especially in the third world, have always placed them closer to
the natural environment thus enabling women to have a very significant
interaction with the environment. Through gathering foods, firewood and
medicinal herbs, women in these communities have come to have an intimate
knowledge of nature and they have learned to use resources in a sustainable
manner because of their reliance on them. With the advent of capitalism men
became dominant in the production and exchange commodities while women's
roles were seen as primarily reproductive and consequently devalued (Shiva,
1989).

Social and socialist ecofeminists examine the connection between
women and ecology by critiquing capitalism as a patriarchal system, which
ascribes low value to women and nature (Salleh, 1995; Shiva, 1989). Because
capitalism is based on economic growth and competition in which nature is
seen as a commodity to be exploited, sustainability becomes secondary (Shiva,
1989, Salleh, 1995). Social and socialist ecofeminists draw on a Marxist
approach to provide an economic analysis of women and nature. This Marxist

orientation to Ecofeminism shows the economic reality of women especially in
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the third world where women's-work which is directly connected to nature
continues to be subordinated especially in economic analysis. Environmental
degradation has created new strains on women as economic growth has
proceeded with little regard for environmental protection and resource
conservation. For many women environmental degradation has doubled their
workload and this has implications for women's health and economic well
being.

Socialist Ecofeminism also provides an analysis of the ways in which the
capitalist male sphere of production is materially contingent on nature and
women (Salleh, 1995). This framework argues that it is women's work of caring
and nurturing in the home that has enabled capitalism to expand because it is
this work which sustains human capital which is crucial for capitalist growth
(Walby, 1986; Salleh, 1995). This positioning of women between men and
nature is a fundamental contradiction of capitalism. It is the subordination of
women and nature that has been an impetus for women to forge a resistance
against environmental degradation. This has cumulated to a new politics that is
evident in women's organization around environmental issues. Socialist
Ecofeminism provides a more thorough analysis of the link between women
and environmental issues because it shows the dual problems of sexism and
the domination of nature by capitalism as crucial factors for understanding

environmental degradation. This is important because the approach focuses on
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the material reality of women in understanding the impetus for women's
involvement in environmental conservation in most communities.
2.2.2 Women, Environment and Development (WED)

The Women, Environment and Development (WED) perspective grew
out of a progressivist discourse on development. As an analytical framework
WED has a long history which began with a feminist critique of development
models. Starting with a Women in Development (WID) perspective, feminist
analysts began to critique development policy arguing that women had been
left out of the models and processes which paradoxically had profound effects
on economic, social and environmental issues particularly for women (Kettel,
1998; Zein-Elabdin, 1996). WID as a perspective advocated an additqive
approach to women's issues into development models. This perspective put an
emphasis on providing women with opportunities to participate in male-defined,
and male dominated social and economic structures (Rathgeber, 1996). The
argument was that women, especially from the third world, were left out of
development practices and therefore there was a need to redefine these
practices so as to accommodate women. It was recognized that women had not
shared in the gains of development, which were measured largely in economic
terms. This quest for incorporating women into development emerged out of the
overlap between two global dilemmas: the world-wide feminization of poverty

and increasing global environmental degradation (Kettel, 1992:16). The
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argument was that integration of women in economic development would be
one means of achieving sustainable development.

WID discourses however were grounded in a liberal approach that
emphasized the need to integrate women into the development and
modernization process. During the first few development decades, the 1950s
and 1960s development theory and practice paid limited attention to third world
women. Development sbecialists did not take into account the economic role of
women in underdeveloped countries. This representation of women as non-
actors in the economic sphere largely an ethnocentric one based on a western
model legitimized leaving women out of development policies and plans
(Beneri'a and Sen, 1997; Parpart, 1996). Thus women's contribution to and
pivotal role in the economies of their countries was unaccounted for in
economic discourses. With the advent of WID discourses marked by the
publication of Esther Boserup's Women's Role in Economic Development in
1970 (Beneri'a and Sen 1997; Zein-Elabdin, 1996) women began to draw
attention from the: progressive development agencies. However, despite its
good intentions the WID perspective rarely questioned the broader priorities of
‘male defined development goals. These discourses also legitimized the need
for development aid to third world countries especially technical aid by defining
women's problems in the third world as technical problems hence reifying the

idea of the need for a development expert (Parpart, 1996). It is because of such
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flaws that many third women analysts critiqued WID perspectives. This critique
subsequently gave rise to Women, Environment and Development (WED)
perspective.

WED grew out of the need to incorporate gender and environmental
issues in the development agenda. WED critiqued development policy for not
‘only leaving women out of the development process but also for unsustainable
use of the environment in pursuit of development. The development model was
critiqued for being inherently flawed and devoid of justice and equity (social,
environmental and economic) and in particular was viewed as inequitable with
regard to relationships between humans and nature (Kettel, 1998; Ofosu-
Amaah, 1994). The underlying assumption about incorporating both gender
and environment in WED was that this would ensure that development projects
would be more effective because these two very crucial variables had
previously been left out of the development process.

The attempts to integrate gender and environment had two objectives:
equity which emphasized integrating women into the whole development
process; and sustainability that emphasized development that does not erode
the ecological base (Ofosu-Amaah, 1994). It is the sustainability aspect of
WED that set it apart from WID. WED was particularly prominent with third
world women specifically Southern NGOs and women's research organizations.

The GBM has been involved with WED Networks and has within its campaigns
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educated participants on the linkages between development poliéies and
environmental degradation (Kettel, 1998; Maathai, 1995). A research
organization known as Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era
(DAWN) has in particular been involved in drawing up an alternative
development model (Ofosu-Amaah, 1994). The focus of DAWN is a critique of
the mainstream model and advocating for a development model that ensures
environmental and economic sustainability with a special emphasis on a
people-centred approach (Kettel, 1998; Parpart, 1996; Ofosu-Amaah, 1994).
This emphasis on sustainability revealed another facet of equity. It
highlighted the fact that although women have considerable knowledge and
experience and have been active in combating serious environmental problems
they have largely been ignored at policy and decision making levels. Thus WED
aimed at showing how this potential of women has been untapped and
unrecognized in the quest for sustainable development. The highlight of WED
was in June 1992 when the International Community adopted Agenda 21 as a
blue print for policy and action into the 21st Century. In this blueprint one of the
chapters was entitled "Global action for women toward equitable and
sustainable development" (Kettel, 1998:222; Ofosu-Amaah, 1994:63). This was
a big step forward in the integration of women's needs and concerns into the
international agenda and even more so a positive step in integrating women

into the world's decision making venues where for a considerable length of time
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they had not been adequately represented.

WED as a perspective provides a cross-sectoral approach to integrating
women in sustainable development. WED's definition of development is broad-
based and focused on issues ranging from quality of life, to access to health
services, education and equal opportunities for all members of society (Ofosu-
Amaah, 1994). The emphasis of WED analysts has been that women should be
integrated into all sectors of soé:iety. Thus WED promotes an alternative notion
of development that is both economically and ecologically sustainable. This
approach has been more applicable in developing countries where women
have largely been characterized as managers of natural resources. This has
been differentiated from Ecofeminism which was coined largely in a Western
context (Ofosu-Amaah, 1994). WED analysis does not suggest that women are
better resource managers, but it does recognize that women have been
socialized to work closely with the environment and thus have gained valuable
experience from this perspective. The argument therefore is that there should
be validation and recognition of the significant role that women have played in
addressing environmental issues. Although Ecofeminism and WED
perspectives have been viewed as independent perspectives their arguments
can be seen to be mutually reinforcing.

These theoretical perspectives provide this study with a framework for

analysing the participation of women in the GBM. The next section provides a
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conceptual framework for defining a women's movement. The characteristics of
what entail a women's movement or organization' are articulated and
considered in facilitating my analysis of the GBM.

2.3 CONCEPTUALIZING A WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

This study looks at the GBM as a women's movement. It is problematic
in certain contexts to qualify certain social movements as exclusively women's
movements. Circumstances around the formation of the GBM indicate that it
was begun as a women's project although its concerns and issues go beyond
what are often termed "women's issues”. What constitutes women's issues
have also been problematized by non-western women and this underscores
one of the difficulties of conceiving a socio-political category of women at the
global and even local levels (Oyewumi, 1997).

Using western feminist perspectives to define women's issues in a third
world context has often been challenged on the grounds of cultural imperialism
and of a short-sightedness based on the experiences of middle-class white
western women (Mohanty, 1993; Oyewumi, 1997). But it is important to
recognize that women in Africa have long been engaged in struggles over
gender issues although they have not necessarily applied the language of

feminism to these efforts. Thus in the context of this study using feminist

1 These two concepts have been used in the same context. For example Michaelson (1994) defines the
GBM as a social movement organization because it is a movement that seeks social change through a
network of various groups. It is within a similar framework that I use the concepts interchangeably.
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perspectives does not necessarily imply an importation of a western framework
to define Kenyan women's activities. These frameworks provide important
analytical tools for understanding the gendered aspect of the GBM, and are
used here to explore gender relations within a Kenyan context.

Mohanty (1993: 4-5) has noted that lumping women in developing
countries together as the amorphous 'third world woman' is based on the idea
of an imagined community. This imagined community is not an essentialist
categorization of women. Rather it is a political category that can be used to
construct the ground for struggle and resistance by women. It is this premise
that is used for this study. Therefore referring to the GBM as a women's
movement does not imply a false homogeneous category of Kenyan women. It
is acknowledged that there is diversity not only among women involved in the
GBM but other members as well based, for example, on ethnicity and class. In
this study gender is foregrounded for the purpose of exploring the gendered
dimensions of the GBM.

It is also important to note that the concept of women organizing is not
foreign to Kenya. Women's solidarity was traditionally characterized by age-
based organizations in various ethnic communities where women supported
each other socially and materially (Abwunza, 1995; Robertson, 1996; Thomas-
Slayter, 1992; Wanyande, 1987). Today, women in Kenya, in particular, and

Africa in general have been forming groups to improve their local, national and
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even global economic status. Through group networks women in Kenya have
undertaken both income and non-income generating projects. These include
farming, tree planting, poultry keeping and contributing of cash to members
through revolving funds (Wanyande, 1987).

Women's self-help groups in Kenya are part of a large network that has
been established for many decades (Abwunza, 1995; Kabira in Harrison, 1997).
Thus women in Kenya have actively engaged in interpreting and reinterpreting
their needs and concerns with a conscious sense of their own agency in group
contexts. These groups have operated with an awareness of different gender
interests and the sense that through organizing as women they can address
gender power imbalances in a wider Kenyan context.

To concretely conceptualize a women's organization for the purpose of
my analysis Kusterer's (1990) defining characteristics of a third world women's
NGO will be adopted. According to Kusterer there are three major
characteristics that identify a woman's organization. These include:

1) The organization benefits from the decisive influence of women. This
is evident in the membership and leadership although its activities could be bi-
gendered. This characteristic also means that it is women who have shaped the
leadership style, organizational structure and group subculture.

2) Women NGOs serve three functions. To mobilize people especially

women at the community level to solve their immediate problems on a voluntary
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basis. They also serve as a mutual support group for their members. The third
function involves making political demands and interventions that are relatively
focussed and specific because they result from direct involvement with the
problem that needs to be addressed. These functions set apart women's
organizations world-wide.

3) Women's organizations are usually grassroots, built up from local
bases of activity. Most women's NGOs do not consider themselves class based
they have a grass-root base in local action. This sets them apart from most
organizations that are involved in traditionally progressivist work (1990:185).
2.4 METHODS

As previous studies indicate, there has been little exploration of the GBM
from a gendered angle. Although the presence of women as central to the
movement is acknowledged, its importance is glossed over. To date more
emphasis has been placed on looking at the GBM as a social movement and
as part of the growing civil society in Kenya (Michaelson 1994; Ndegwa 1996;
Wangunyu, 1994).

In contrast | argue that the evolution of the GBM analysed in gendered
terms opens up other arenas of analysis, which were not adequately addressed
in previous studies. The theoretical frameworks that are used in this study
provide a different perspective from those applied in earlier studies by

emphasising gender, thus enabling us to critically understand how gender as a
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variable has influenced the development of the GBM. More importantly this
study places a greater emphasis on understanding the context in which the
movement has evolved and continues to operate. This is because as Zein-
Elabdin (1996) has noted a discussion of gender must be informed by an
institutional understanding of the socio-economic and | would add, political
processes in which the discussion is based. Thus reading gender in the GBM in
a Kenyan context enables this study to explore the intersection of multiple
factors that have shaped the development of the GBM.

2.4.1 Data Collection.

This thesis is based on a case study of the GBM. Case studies are
thought of as exploratory forays in areas that are seen as understudied (Hamel
et al, 1993). It is a qualitative study that relies mainly on documentary analysis.

The documents that were used for this analysis include a wide range of
written materials. Primary sources used included documents directly generated
by the movement such as records, reports, books and information pamphlets.
Other primary documents include recorded interviews of the GBM leadership in
magazines. Important primary data were taped recordings of meetings, seminar
proceedings and some interviews with members of the GBM which were
obtained from Dr. S. M. Ndegwa who carried out research on the movement
between 1992 and 1993 (see Ndegwa, 1996). The tapes were recorded mainly

in Swahili and Kikuyu. | transcribed the Swabhili tapes but because | do not
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speak Kikuyu, which is one of the languages spoken in Kenya, | had to find a
_speaker of the dialect to transcribe the Kikuyu tapes. A total of 18 tapes
(approximately 22 hours) were used. A complete listing of the tapes is provided
in Appendix B.

Secondary sources included writings about the movement not directly
generated by the movement itself. These were documents such as previous
studies of the movement (Michaelson, 1994; Ndegwa, 1996; Wangunyu, 1994)
and journalistic reports. The journalistic reports were mainly from Kenyan
newspapers and magazines including the "Daily Nation", "The Sunday Nation,"
"The Standard,” "Kenya Times," "The Weekly Review" and "True Love". These
newspapers have reported on the GBM over time. A total of 43 editorials and
feature stories were collected from newspapers that were written between 1984
and 1997. Out of these only 20 articles provided relevant material for the study.

Samples of some of the articles used are provided in Appendix C.

2.4.2 Analysis and Limitations of the study

As a case study this research was guided by questions that specifically
focussed on gender themes. As Stake (1995) has noted, when doing qualitative
studies research questions generally orient the cases or phenomenon seeking

patterns of unanticipated as well as expected relationships. The questions
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drawn which guided the study were:
. How has the GBM evolved over time? Who are its members and how
has this changed over time?

What kind of activities does the GBM engage in and what are the

strategies employed to achieve these goals? What role do the members

play?

How are gender issues articulated within the stated goals and aims of

the GBM?

How has gender specifically influenced the evolution of the movement?

How have gender relations in a wider Kenyan context influenced the

trajectory that the GBM has followed?

My interpretation was also influenced by my position as the researcher
hence the need for me to situate myself. As a Kenyan woman doing a feminist
analysis of the GBM | was continually aware of my position in the research
process. My analysis was guided not only by feminist theoretical orientations
but also by my experiences as a Kenyan woman. As Maynard and Purvis
(1994) have noted interpretation as a process is a politically contested and
unstable activity. Because the study was intended to be a gender analysis and
because of the methodological orientation of the study | acknowledge that there
could be silences and absences that have not been addressed in this study.

This is especially because | could not personally conduct fieldwork due to
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financial constraints. | discuss some limitations for the study later on.

The research was both descriptive and analytical. The analysis was
done through direct interpretation2 (Stake, 1995) which involved a content
analysis of the documents. The content analysis was done to delineate the
gender themes within the data. Through this | was able to make sense of the
complexities of the gender factor in the GBM in its various contexts. At the
descriptive level what was examined was the GBM's history and growth, its
organizational activities and its operations. Historically, the GBM development
was analysed by looking at it in a Kenyan social and political context.
Specifically, the earlier history of the movement was explored in the context of
the self-help movement that emerged in Kenya after independence in response
to the Harambee motto of Jomo Kenyatta who was Kenya's first president. The
later phase of the movement is explored in the context of the development of a
civil society in Kenya.

Apart from understanding this historical dimension of the movement the
study analyzed the gender dimension of the movement. The findings of the
analysis are presented as themes and issues relating to gender. It is argued
that gender, as a variable should not be underestimated since it is a significant

factor that has shaped the development of the movement. The analysis is on

2 Stake describes direct interpretation as a method of qualitative analysis in which the researcher finds
meaning based on individual instances rather than through an aggregation of instances.
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gender specific issues including the division of labour, access to and control
over resources, decision making and how these are linked to environmental
issues and other socio-economic issues. A gender analysis of the GBM also
involves seeing women in relation to men and understanding how gender roles
as socially and materially grounded have continually been reformulated in a
wider Kenyan context.

Another theme presented is how gendered organizations, specifically the
women's groups, have shaped the participation and organization of
environmental action. It is argued that women's involvement in environmental
conservation and in wider socio-political action is motivated not only by the
need to diminish environmental degradation but it is also a means for women to
create new opportunities for themselves and their families.

Limitations

Although it would have been ideal to conduct interviews with those
involved in the movement using my own research questions, financial and time
constraints did not allow this. Due to the political engagements of the GBM it
was also difficult to obtain as much information directly from their main office in
Nairobi. For political reasons, the GBM has become more cautious about giving
out its information especially since the government has tried to interfere in its
operations.

Furthermore as previously noted some of the recorded tapes obtained
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from Dr. Ndegwa were in Kikuyu, and | had to rely on someone else to
transcribe these tapes. This factor did not allow me to listen to these tapes
repeatedly as | did with those in Swahili. | found that being able to listen to
some of the tapes repeatedly enabled me to obtain more information that | had
previously missed out.

The use of secondary documents for analysis can be problematic in
certain instances. In using these secondary documents | was aware that | was
relying on someone else's description and interpretations rather than what
would be referred to as raw data. This has limitations for the study since such
documents may be falsified deliberately and are subject to incorrect
interpretation. With these theoretical and methodological considerations in mind

| will now turn to the next chapter which is a description of the GBM.
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CHAPTER THREE: THE ORIGINS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE GBM
3.1 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND GROWTH OF THE GBM

The GBM, which is fundamentally a national, indigenous women's
grassroots environmental organization, was started in 1977. The founder-
coordinator Ms. Wangari Maathai had thought of the idea of planting trees in
communities a few years earlier (Maathai, 1988:6). She set up a project called
"Envirocare", which aimed at involving people in Nairobi's Langata community
to engage in improving the environment around them. The purpose of
Envirocare was not only to involve people in these communities in keeping a
clean environment but also to help provide jobs for some of the poor people in
these communities (Topouizis, 1990). While this project was not completely
successful and was eventually dropped Dr. Maathaistayed with the idea of
planting trees.

With the intervention of the National Council of Women of Kenya
(NCWK) the idea of tree planting was revamped. The NCWK is an umbrella
organization, which represents scores of grassroots women's groups in both
rural and urban Kenya (GBM (Monitors Training), 1992° Maathai 1988:7). Dr.

Maathaiwas part of the NCWK's Executive Committee. The NCWK organized a

*In these taped recordings some members of the GBM explain their understanding of the movement (See
Appendix B for a list of the recorded material).
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project which was known as "Save the Land Harambee" (Harambee is a
Swahili word which literally means "let's pull together") whose mandate was
tree planting. The first tree planting ceremony took place in Nairobi on World
Environment Day in June 1977 (Maathai, 1988; Maathai 1991). Although only
two of seven trees planted on that day have survived (Maathai, 1991), this
initiative would mark the beginning of one of the most successful environmental
projects in Kenya. In the same year, 1977, the NCWK used the UN
Conference on Desertification held in Kenya as a platform for its campaign on
the need to start reforesting Kenya. With corporate support from Mobil Oil of
Kenya the NCWK planted a strip of trees or what was referred to as a "green
belt" on a co-operative farm run by rural women in Naivasha. It is from here that
the organization's environmental campaign took off and spread into various
communities. The NCWK started holding demonstrations of its "Save the Land
Harambee" project encouraging the involvement of all people in the community
in practical activities such as planting food crops and trees at the same time.
Their emphasis was on agroforestry (Maathai, 1988).

This initiative by the NCWK was well received in many communities. Due
to this positive response the organization approached the Department of
Forestry within the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources requesting
supplies of tree seedlings. The department agreed but was only able to do so

for a short period. This was because there was a greater demand for seedlings
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than they anticipated and they could not meet the supply. The result was that
the forestry department started charging a minimal fee for each seedling they
supplied (GBMa, n.d.;.Maathai, 1988).

By the 1980's the Save the Land Harambee project developed into what
is now known as the GBM (Ndegwa, 1996:85). The term ‘green belt’ was
adopted to reflect the demonstration woodland plots that had been set up in
various communities. These woodlands constituted strips of about 1000 trees
planted on public land that acted as windbreaks and contributed to the
aesthetics of the environment. During the establishment of these green belts
extra seedlings were supplied to the people who attended the demonstration so
that they could take the concept and apply it in their own private plots. The
whole idea was to take the project to the grassroots and involve local people in
developing agroforestry (Maathai, 1988:8).

The GBM has since grown into a popular grassroots environmental NGO
that has primarily focussed on mobilizing rural women in environmental
management (Ndegwa, 1996). It has a very extensive network of affiliated
groups. It has not only helped curb environmental problems such as the
encroaching desertification in Kenya but it has also helped provide additional
income and employment to the mainly rural women involved in its tree nurseries
(Maathai, 1991; Ndegwa, 1996). In Kenya 78% of the land surface is

threatened by desertification. Degraded and bare arid lands caused by a
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combination of overgrazing, ill adopted land use practices and growing
populations characterize this threat. The consequences are made clear by
recurrent droughts and famines that strike the most marginalized areas
(Sibenaler, 1996). Coupled with its primary goal of involving communities and
particularly women, in environmental initiatives, the GBM has other broader
goals such as educating the communities on issues of national social,
economic and political concerns (Ndegwa, 1996:82, Topouzis, 1990).

The evolution of the GBM from a tree planting project to one concerned
with broader issues than the environment became more apparent in the late
1980s (Michaelson, 1994). The first 10 years of the movement were marked by
resounding successes. By 1988, the GBM had established over 600 tree
nurseries in communities throughout Kenya and had planted about 7 million
trees (Maathai, 1988:25). In 1984 the GBM was internationally recognized and
the founder co-ordinator was presented with the Right Livelihood Award in
Stockholm, Sweden for her pioneering reforestation project (Kenya Times,
1984). The GBM still maintained a working relation with the Forestry.
department within the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources which
was supplying the tree seedlings for a small fee. The Government also
provided the organization with office space (Michaelson, 1994; Ndegwa, 1996).

The second phase of the movement began in 1989. This phase saw the

movement becoming more political and embroiled in heated exchanges with
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" the government. A good indication of the new look of the movement was the
actions of its founder and co-ordinator Wangari Maathai. Maathai had become
politically vocal and overtly adversarial (Ndegwa, 1996). Maathai's political
move was first prompted by the Kenyan government's proposal to build an
approximately $200 million, 60 storey complex with a 30 foot statue of
President Moi at Uhuru park, one of the few recreational open spaces in Nairobi
City (Maathai, 1991; Ndegwa, 1996, Michaelson, 19<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>