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For
Frank Dixon

"He was a man, take him

for all in all."



ABSTRACT

The thesis is a survey and analysis of all extant
publications printed in England, or in English abroad, dur-
ing the year 1591. 1In addition to a descriptive catalogue,
which appears as Appendix I, the thesis contains six chapters
in which the 255 extant items are examined with a2 view to
discovering what they reveal or imply about the concerns,
attitudes, and interests of Elizabethan readers during 1591.
The thesis also attempts to define the role playad by the
bock trade during the year. Chapter I, which deals with the
subject category of Theolcygy and Religion, examines one hun-
dred publications, or 39.2 per cent of the total printed out-
put from the year. Pcopular interest in sermon literature and
works of theological controversy is noted; and it is suggested
that interest in theolcgical controversy during the year was
probably out of proportion to the practical significance of
the points at issue. Chapter II, on News Publications, which
accounts for thirty-three items, cr 12.9 per cent of all publi-
cations, suggests that there was considerable interest during
1591 in foreign events, especially as these concerned current
wars in which English troops were involved. While the press

at this time was not entirely reliable as a source O news,



and was occasionally criticized for its shortcomings, the
government recognized the usefulness of the press as a medium
for propaganda. Chapter III, on Education and Scholarship
discusses current interest in areas such as political theory,
history, geography, and language learning. The chapter deals
with thirty-two publications, or 12.5 per cent of all publica-
tions from the year. Chapter IV deals with twenty-seven items,
or 10.6 per cent of all publications, which are deemed to show
the nature and extent of contemporary interest in the sciences
and in practical skills and information. Chapter V, on the
subject category of Government and Law, discusses the royal
proclamations from the year which, with several legal text-books,
account for twenty-one items or 8.2 per cent of all publications
from the year. The final category, Literature and the Arts,
deals with forty-two publications, or 16.5 per cent of the

total number of publications from 1591. The chapter demonstrates
that Elizabethan tastes and expectaticns in literature were
consistent with general cultural trends during the latter part
of the sixteenth century, especially as regards preferences in

poetry and prose works.
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PREFACE

Some years ago, the Shakespeare Institute of the
University of Birmingham, under the direction of the late
Professor Allardyce Niccll and the late Professor T. J. B.
Spencer, began to encourage graduate work in the area of
"Books and Readers" with the aim of eventually building up
a large collection of theses and dissertations involving
special studies of extant publications printed in England,
or in English abroad, within specified periods of the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries. One graduate of the
Institute, Dr. George J. Merrill, has helped to carry the
enterprise further forward by encouraging this kind of
graduate work at Lakehead University. The present study
of publications from the year 1591 is thus one of a numberx
of "Books and Readers" projects completed at the University
of Birmingham and Lakehead University sin;e 1954,

The nature of the study has been twofold, involving
both bibliographical research and critical reading of the
materials published during 1591. 1In the area of biblio-
graphical research, the task has been to identify all extant
items properly belonging to the study and to prepare a

iii
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descriptive catalogue of these items which might be of use
to other researchers. With regard to the reading of the
publications, the aim of the study has been to classify the
materials into subject areas and to examine the materials
in each subject area in order to gain some insight into the
intellectual and emotional climate of the year as far as
they appear to be reflected in its published works. In
keeping with a convention established by previous "Books and
Readers" studies, the approach taken in defining the character
of the year has been largely inductive; that is to say that,
generally speaking, the dominant impressions conveyed by the
publications from the year, singly and by categories, have
been taken as reliable indicators of the attitudes, interests,
and concerns of Elizabethan readers during 1591.
Notwithstanding the inductive character of the study,
a number of specialized books about the Elizabethan period
by modern scholars have been useful sources of background
information, while certain other source-books have been in-
dispensable in carrying out the project. For example, a
number of catalogues and bibliographical reference works, in
manuscript or published form, were required in order to iden-
tify the works published during 1591. Two source-books, the

Short-Title Catalogue of Pollard and Redgrave and A Transcript

of the Registers of the Company of Stationers of London: 1554-

1640, edited by Edward Arber, have been cited frequently

throughout the thesis, and for this reason abbreviations have



been devised for these books. The Short-Title Catalogue is

referred to as STC or STC2, the latter abbreviation being
used to cite the MS copy of the revision of STC at the
British Library, or, in the case of items in the alphabet-
ical listing I-Z, the seconﬁjvolume of the revised and en-
larged edition of STC published by the Bibliographical
Society in 1976. Arber's transcript of the Register of
the Stationers' Company has been abbreviated variously as

Stationers' Register, SR, or "Arber." Two additional ref-

erence works, The Dictionary of National Biography and The

Oxford English Dictionary have been abbreviated to DNB and

OED, respectively.

In the course of preparing this thesis the writer has
incurred numerous debts of gratitude which are here grate-
fully acknowledged. One of the pleasant discoveries made
during the work has been the high degree of professionalism
exhibited by the personnel of the libraries consulted for '
help and information from time to time. In this respect,
the personnel at the Lakehead University Library are second
to none. Thanks are also extended to Dr. Fayek M. Ishak,
Professor of English and Chairman of the Department at
Lakehead University for his encouragement and co-operation as
the work progressed. The debt of gratitude owed to Dr. George
Merrill would be difficult to reckon up in full. His help

and encouragement, to say nothing of his courteous patience,

at every stage of the project, will be remembered.
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The thesis was typed by Arline A. Hubbs. Her
personal commitment to the project in its final stages went
far beyond the call of duty; and it is a pleasure to record

here the thanks which are due this kind and generous friend.

Kapuskasing, Ontario

February, 1979



INTRODUCTION

On the basis of all available information, 255
publications printed in England, or in English abroad, are
extant from the year 1591. Taken individually, these works
convey a bewildering, often fascinating, variety of impres-
sions about Elizabethan society during that year. One of the
main objectives of this thesis has been to organize these
impressions and thereby provide a reasonably coherent survey
of the events, attitudes, concerns, and interests characteris-
tic of the year.

The initial step taken towards accomplishing éhe fore-
going objective has been to classify the publications from
the year into subject areas. After the initial survey of the
material, it was decided that each publication from 1591
could be placed conveniently, and in some cases somewhat
arbitrarily, into one of six categories, namely, Theology and
Religion; News Publications; Education and Scholarship; Science
and Information; Government and Law; and Literature and the
Arts. A handlist placed at the beginning of the discussion of
each subject area identifies the extant publications included

within the category and provides, in addition, a listing of all



items entered in the Stationers' Register which appear to

belong to the subject area but which are apparently no longer
extant. The entries in the handlists are arranged in a loose
chronological fashion on the basis of dates of entry in the

Stationers' Register or on the basis of other datable evidence

associated with the publication or its history. Publications
for which no dates can be assigned are arranged at the end of
each handlist in order by STC number.

Not surprisingly, the subject area of Theology and
Religion accounts for a large proportion of the books from
the year. A total of one hundred items, or 39.2 per cent of
all extant publications, attests to the continuing prevalence
during 1591 of the characteristic Elizabethan interest in
religious matters. Most of the religious works published
during the year are typical of the output of the presses in
this subject area during the sixteenth century; however, in
addition to familiar publications such as Bibles, metrical
versions of the Psalms, and scholarly presentations of relig-
ious doctrine and Biblical exegesis, there remain in this
category a number of publications which are of more than
passing interest. In a significant number of works, for ex-
ample, there is an obvious attempt to present religious teach-
ing in a simplified fashion that will apgal to the less learned
reader. This popularization of religious literature may be
characteristic of other years during the Elizabethan period;

but during 1591 it was apparently a matter of some conseguence



for the book trade. The printed works of several theologians
and preachers, notably William Perkins and Henry Smith, attest
to the popularity of religious books which attempted to explain
the rudiments of Calvinist belief and relate religious doctrine
to the affairs of ordinary people. Certainly, the most out-~
standing publishing phenomenon of the year was the sudden
popularity of Henry Smith, whose sermons are represented in
twenty-nine different issues and editions. The populariza-
tion of theology and religion is evident as well in such books
as unofficial catechisms, handbooks of prayer and meditation,
and, not least, books of theological controversy.

In the area of theological controversy, the uncompro-
mising policies of the Whitgift party and the straightforward-
ness of their implementation were beginning to diminish the
consequences of the points at issue between the Church of
England and its opponents within the Catholic, Presbyterian,
and Separatist camps. During 1591, a few matters in dispute,
such as the debate between the establishment and the Presby-
terians over the prerogatives of the ecclesiastical courts,
called forth one or two more or less scholarly works from
certain apologists for the Church of England; but, generally
speaking, the year 1591 was not distinguished by the quality
of its contributions to theological debate. Works against
the Catholic Church in particular are notable for their scur-
rility. Next to Catholicism, the group that aroused the deep-

est passions during the year was the tiny Separatist organiza-



tion of Henry Barrow and his followers. Barrow was attacked
rather frequently in religious books, especially sermons, as
well as in such unlikely places as a prose satire on contempo-
rary mores which has been classified as a work of literature
in this thesis. With the exception of a few books published
secretly by the Separatist party, nothing of consequence
appeared in print to challenge the established Church, and,
with few exceptions, the apologists for the Church of England
appear to have been aiming primarily at encouraging popular
outrage and prejudice against their opponents.

In the area of News Publications, where thirty-three
items account for 12.9 per cent of the publications from the
year, the most fundamental observation to be made is that
here, as in the case of theological publications, the book
trade recognized and catered to an increasing demand for
printed information. Domestic news was not published to any
extent during 1591, and on the evidence of the topical litera-
ture from the year, the public imagination was chiefly appealed
to by current wars on the Continent, where English contingents
in several places were assisting the enemies of the Catholic
League and the Kingdom of Spain. Foreign news of any signifi-
cance was apparently not easy to obtain, however, and there is
some evidence that certain readers and publishers were becom-
ing more critical of the shortcomings of the general run of
news pamphlets. Notwithstanding these problems, the printing

of news seems to have been regarded as a worthwhile venture;



and it is apparent that the government itself took advantage
of public enthusiasm for topical literature by lending official
documents and correspondence to certain publishers, and by
actively encouraging the printing of government propaganda
in other ways. Regardless of their sponsors, most news pam-
phlets were replete with propaganda and invective against
England's enemies, especially King Philip of Spain and the
Spanish nation. At such a brief remove from the wonderful
year of 1588 it is not surprising that anti-Spanish feeling
continued to run high; and attacks upon Spain appear consis-
tently not:only in news pamphlets but in almost every other
subject area as well.

The English reader's interest in foreign affairs is
reflected as well during 1591 within the category of Education
and Scholarship, where several commentaries upon important
contemporary political questions are featured. There was
evidently a market for books which discussed the political
implications of the possible conversion of Henry IV of France
to the Catholic faith, for example, while the ongoing dispute
over the legitimacy of Henry as the rightful king also prompted
works dealing with kingship in general as well as with the
political realities of France at this.time. In addition to
rudimentary political commentary, the category of Education
and Scholarship includes a wide variety of works, ranging from
several grammar school text-books to works of history and

philosophy, geography and travel, language tutors, and various



other handbooks to self-improvement. The publications in the
category amount to thirty-two items, or 12.5 per cent of the
total output from the year, and all of them are interesting
to varying degrees for the evidence they provide about the
curiosity of contemporary readers and the wide variety of
their interests.,

Like the subject area of Education and Scholarship,
the category of Science and Information includes a variety
of publications, ranging from mathematics text-boocks and
works on obscure subjects like alchemy and geomancy to almanacs,
cookbooks, and manuals upon useful arts such as surger&, animal
husbandry, and warfare. The development of science during the
Elizabethan pgriod as a whole was not at all remarkable, so
that it is not surprising to discover a certain unevenness of
gquality and sophistication among the scientific books from the
vear. The presses still relied to a large extent upon transla-
tions of foreign mathematical and scientific treatises to meet
the needs of readers in these areas; but there is some evidence
that certain Englishmen, especially mathematicians, were begin-
ning to take a patriotic interest in the advancement of science
and the publication of science and mathematics books in the
vernacular. Except for a pamphlet of questionable use on the
subject of navigation, most mathematics and science bcooks were
concerned with the practical application of scientific know-
ledge with special regard to such matters as feortification,

artillery, and so on. This may have had something to do with



the fact that, to all intents and purposes, 1591 was a war
year for England; and the publication of certain other books
on the subjects of warfare and military surgery were almost
certainly motivated by current interest in military matters.
Taken as a whole, the twenty-seven items in this subject
area represent 10.6 per cent of the printed output during
1591, and each of them bears witness to some aspect of
Elizabethan interest in the physical world, or provides use-
ful information about some of the skills and knowledge which
were regarded as being worthwhile by readers during the year.
Publications concerned with Government and Law were
not numerous during 1591. .Only seven legal books were printed,
but if the official proclamations and briefs from the year
are added to this figure a total of twenty-one items, or 8.2
per cent of all extant works from the year, can be identified
within this subject area. Most of the legal books printed
during the year were standard publications for use by such
people as lawyers and justices of the peace; and the only
publication in this category which might have reached a wider
audience was a book on the subject of wills. The proclamations
from the year are of some interest since they indicate to some
degree the matters which were of concern to the government.
Among the more significant proclamations from the year are
several which address themselves to contemporary problems such
as widespread vagrancy, the dangers to the realm represented

by Catholic priests and the need to regulate trade and commerce



with England's enemies.

The final subject area, Literature and the Arts,
accounts for forty-two items, or 16.5 per cent of all publica-
tions from 1591. The most popular literary genre during the
year was poetry, which accounts for almost half the publica-
tions in the category. While Latin continued to be a legiti-
mate medium for poetic expression during the year, and there
continued to be a fair amount of interest in foreign poetry
and poets, the poetic output from the year is distinguished by
the appearance of several important poetic works in the ver-
nacular. The year 1591 fell within a period of rapid develop-
ment in the literary arts, and this fact must account for
such things as the experimental character of some of the verse
from the year, as poets were continuing to explore the possibil-
ities of the English language as a medium of poetic expression.
In the area of prose literature, as well, the reader discerns
the attempts of several writers to create novel prose forms
within the conventions imposed by public expectations. The
cony-catching books of Robert Greene, for example, represented
an innovation in approach to the writing of prose while still
providing the necessary combination of literary amusement and
moral instruction. Drama and music were not published in sig-
nificant quantities during 1591, but printed drama was evidently
a recognized form of literary recreation, and the year was
distinguished by the publication of several older plays, includ-

ing three comedies by John Lyly.



A statistical summary of the distribution of all
extant publications from 1591, arranged by subject categories,
is provided in Table 1.

TABLE 1

DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLICATIONS BY SUBJECT CATEGORIES

% of
Subject Category Items 1591
items
Theology and Religion
Bibles and Ancillary Books (40)
Theological Controversy (19)
Sermons (38)
Church Regulation and
Administration (3)
100 39.2
News Publications
Foreign News (24)
Domestic News (9)
33 12.9

Education and Scholarship

Formal Education (6)

Informal Education (26)
32 12.5




TABLE 1--Continued

% of
Subject Category Items 1591
‘items
Science and Information
Science (6)
Information and Useful Arts (21)
27 10.6
Government and Law
Proclamations and Briefs (14)
Legal'Books (7)
21 8.2
Literature and the Arts
Poetry (20)
Prose Literature (10)
Drama and Entertainments (7)
Music (5)
42 16.5

Totals 255 99.9
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CHRONOLOGICAL HANDLIST: THEOLOGY AND RELIGION

Part One: Bibles and Ancillary Boo-ks1

19956, J. Piscator, Analysis logica epistolarum Pauli . . . .
[Eliot's Court Press,] G. Bishop. Biblical exegesis;
Latin; 3 parts; ent. to Bishop 19 ja. 1590; probably
early 1591. 2/4, 1590-1608.

20588, R. R[awlyns]., A consort of the creatures . . . . -T.
Orwin f£. W. Young a. R. Jackson (SR 11 ja., Orwin).
Religious treatise.

26032, L. Wright, The pilgrimage to paradise. J. Wolfe (SR
23 ja., Wolfe). Homiletic treatise. 1/2, 1591-1608.

SR 25 fb., "A Booke entytuled, a pathe waye to penitence" (ent.
to John Wolfe).

SR 10 ap., "A booke entituled Amandi Polani a Polansdorf.
partitiones theologicae iuxta naturalis methodi Leges con-
formatae duobus libris, quorum primus est 'de fide': alter
'de bonis operibus'. &c" (ent. to Edmund Bollifant).

6328, J. Davies, O vtinam. R. Yardley a. P. short f. J. Penny
(SR 12 ap., Penny). Homiletic treatise.

19657, W. Perkins, A golden chaine . . . . E. Allde, sold by
E. White. ©Doctrinal treatise; tr. of STC 19655a by
R. Hill; with tract by T. Beza on predestination; ent.
to T. Newman and T. Gubbin 1 se., 1590; preface dated
18 ap. 3/13, 1590-1621.

1Because of the large number of items involved, publica-
tions in the category of Theology and Religion are grouped in
the handlist according to sub-categories.

12
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19658 [Anr. ed.] J. Legate [sold by A. Kitson]. 4/13, 1590-
1621.

23359, V. Strigelius, A Proceeding in the harmonie of King
Dauids harpe. J. Wolfe [a. J. Charlewood] (SR 8 mr.,
Wolfe). Biblical exegesis; tr. from Latin by R.

Robinson; ded. dated 22 ap.

25626, T. Wilcox, A . . . learned exposition, vpon the whole
Booke of Psalmes. T. Orwin f. T. Man. Biblical exe-
gesis; revised edition; ded. dated 27 ap. 2/2, 1586-
1591.

SR 3 my., "The Vineyard of Devotion or garden of heavenly
Devocon" (ent. to Edward White).

19655a, W. Perkins, Armilla aurea . . . . J. Legate, sold by
A. Kitson. Doctrinal treatise; Latin; includes Beza's
tract on predestination; British Library copy purchased
10 ma. 2/13, 1590-1621.

19953, J. Piscator, Analysis logica . . . secundum Johannem .
. . . [Eliot's Court Press,] G. Bishop (SR 27 my.,
E. Bollifant a. partners). Biblical exegesis; Latin;
ded. dated 16 mr. 1/2, 1591-1595.

SR 5 jn., "a prayer booke Intituled the shipp of salvacon"
(ent. to John Wolfe).

SR 5 jn., "The comforter or a comfortable treatise wherein are
conteined many Reasons taken out of the woord to assure the
forgyuenes of synnes to the Conscience that i1s troubled with

the feling thereof together with the temptacon of Sathan to

the contrary taken from experience wrytten by John Ffreman
somtyme minister of the woord in Lewes in Sussex beinge auothor-
ised vnder the hand of the Bishop of London" (ent. to John
Wolfe).

3890, H. Broughton, A treatise of Melchisedek . . . . [R.
Watkins] f£. G. Simpson a. W. White. Biblical chrono-
logy cited in STC 3888; repr. in STC 3887 [159472].
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3888, H. Broughton, Textes of scripture . . . . [R. Watkins]
f. G. Simpson a. W. White (SR 10 Jjn., Simpson a. White).
Biblical chronology; cites STC 3890. 1/2, 1591-[n.d.]l.

23381, P. Stubbes, A christal glasse for Christian women. R.

Jones (SR 15 jn., Jones). Religious treatise. 1/24,
1591-1637.
SR 3 jy.., "xxviijtle Christian Discourses touchinge the estate

of the world, and of the Churche of God" (ent. to Edward Aggas).

SR 5 jy., "The poore mans pater noster with a preparatiue to
praier, with Diuerse psalmes and meditacions collected out of
the scriptures by Thomas Tymne minister" (ent. to Richard
Yardley and Peter Short).

SR 3 au., "Godlye prayers made by Anthonie Anderson" (ent. to
John Wolfe).

SR 30 au., "a book intitled the progresse of pietie: or the
harbor of heavenly hearts ease" (ent. to John Oxenbridge).

SR 14 se., "A memoriall £yt to obserue in mans life" (ent. to
John Wolfe).

SR 29 se., "The Christians Combat wherein is set downe the
dangerous fight wherevnto all the faithfull and elect children
of God are called written in French by P. M. and Englished by
G. C." (ent. to Robert Dexter).

21280, R. Rollock, In librum Danielis prophetae . . . . R.
Waldegrave. Biblical exegesis; Latin; ded. dated
1 oc.

SR 29 oc., "a book . . . entitled. Comforted in affliction by

[J. de L']Espine" (ent. to Thomas Man).

5840, s. Cottesford, A treatise against traitors. E. A[llde].
f. W. Holme. On Jeremiah 40:13-16 and 41:1-4; ded.
dated ¢ no.
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24598, E. Vaughan, Nine obseruations, howe to reade . . . the
holy Bible.  [J. Charlewood] f. T. Gosson (SR 8 no.,
Gosson). General Biblical information and helps to
study.

939, St. Augustine, S. Augustines manuel. R. Yardley a. P.
Short. Prayers and meditations; tr. from Lat., a. ed.
by T. Rogers. 2/4, 1581-1604.

951, St. Augustine, A right Christian treatise . . . . R.
Yardley a. P. Short. Prayers; tr. ftrom Lat. a. ed.
by T. Rogers; with St. Augustine's psalter. 2/4,
1581-1604.

1562, J. Bastingius, A catechisme of Christian religion . .
R. Waldegrave. Authorized for Scotland; tr. from
Lat. 1/2, 1591-1617.

2053, T. Beza, Propositions and principles of diuinity . . . .
R. Waldegrave. Student essays, U. of Geneva; tr. from
Lat. by J. Penry. 1/2, 1591-1595.

2155, Bible, The Bible . . . . J. Legate. Geneva version;
numerous editions.

2156, Bible, The Holy Bible . . . . Deputies of C. Barker.
Bishops' version; numerous editions.

2478, Bible, Sternhold a. Hopkins, The whole booke of psalmes
. .« « . J. Wolfe f. assignes of R. Day. Numerous edi-
tions.

2479, [Anr. ed.] J. Windet f. assignes of R. Day.

2890, Bible, The new test. . . . . Deputies of C. Barker.
Geneva, Tomson; numerous editions.

4167, W. Burton, Certaine questions and answeres . - . J.
Windet f. T. Cooke. Catechism.
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4562, J. Cancellar, The alphabet of praiers . . . . [R. Yardley
a. P. Short] f£. the assignes of W. Seres. Prayers;
ed. A. Fleming; acrostics on R. Dudley, etc. 5/6,
1565-1626.

5192, Christian Soul, The sacrifice of a Christian soule .
R. Waldegrave. Prayers and meditations.

7301, F. du Jon, the elder, Sacrorum parallelorum . . . G.
Bishop. Exegetical handbook; Latin.

10748, I. Feguernekinus, Enchiridii locorum communium theo-
logicorum . . . . G. Bishop. Biblical thesaurus;
Latin; revised edition. 2/2, 1588-1591.

13023, Heidelburg Catechism. Catechisis religionis Christianae.
R. Waldegrave. Catechism, in Latin. 1/5, 1591-1637.

15644, R. Linaker, A short and plaine instruction . . T.
Orwin f. T. Woodcock. Catechism.

19381, R. Parsons, The second part of . . . Christian exer-
cise . . . . J. Charlewood f. S. Waterson. Doctrinal
treatise; ed. E. Bunny. 2/13, 1590-1633.

19710, W. Perkins, The foundation of Christian religion . . .
T. Orwin f£. J. Porter. Catechism. 2/19, 1590-1638.

19753, W. Perkins, A treatise tending vnto a declaration . . . .
T. Orwin f£. J. Porter a. T. Gubbin. Doctrinal treatise;
with section on spiritual desertions; newly corrected

and augmented. 3/10, [15902]-1619.

20853, U. Regius, The solace of Sion . . . . [J. Charlewood f.]
R. Jones. Biblical exegesis. 2/3, 1587-1594.

22703, H. Smith, Three prayers . . . . [J. Charlewood?] f. T.
Man. Reprinted in various collections. 1/3, 1591-
1592.
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22703.5 {Anr. ed.] [T. Orwin] f£. T. Man.

24275, F. Trigge, Analysis . . . secundum Matthaeum
J. Barnes. Biblical exegesis; Latin.

24534, Z. Ursinus, The summe of Christian religion .
J. Barnes [sold by T. Cooke].

Heidelburg Catechism; tr.
1587-1633.

. . .

Catechism, based upon
from Lat. by H. Parry. 3/8,

Part Two: Theological Controversy

1517, H. Barrow, A brief discouerie of the false church.

Separatist writings; in part by John Greenwood; dated
1590 but probably pr. at Dort early in 1591.

SR 25 fb., "An aunswere to certen of Master Barrowes ascer-
tions and his adherentes" (ent. to John Wolfe).

25613, J. Wigand, De neutralibus ¢ mediis. T. Dawson £f£. E.

White (SR 12 ap., J. Sheldrake). Against neutrality

or accommodation in religious matters; anti-Catholic;
tr. from Lat. copy. 3/4, 1562-1626.

24274, Trial, The trial of trueth . . . . [J. Windet] £. R.
Dexter (SR 5 jn., Dexter). Anti-Catholic treatise;
tr. from Lat. by R. Smith.

SR 3 jy., "a Remonstrance to the

'Demonstration of Discipline'"”
(ent. to George Bishop and Ralph Newbery) .

23471, M. Sutcliffe, A treatise of ecclesiasticall discipline.

G. Bishop a. R. Newbery (SR 3 jy., Bishop a. Newbery).
Defence of episcopacy. 1/2, both 1591.

22472 [Anr. ed.]

[Eliot's Court Press f£.] G. Bishop.
1591.

2/2, both
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23458, M. Sutcliffe, De presbyterio . . . . G. Bishop a. R.
Newbery (SR 3 jy., Bishop a. Newbery). Defence of
episcopacy; ded. dated 1 ja. 1590.

24913, R. W{ilson]., Martine Mar-Sixtus. T. Orwin £. T.
Woodcock (SR 8 no., Woodcock). Anti-Catholic treatise;
tr. in part from Lat. 1/2 issues, 1591-1592.

4868, J. de Caumont, The firme foundation of Catholike religion
. Antwerp, A. Coninx. Defense of Catholic Church;
tr. from Fr. by J. Pauncefoot; printer's licence dated
15 no.

11868, G. Gifford, A short reply vnto . . . Henry Barrow . .
T. Orwin f£. T. Cooke (SR 6 de., Cooke). Anti- Separatlst.

1521, H. Barrow, A petition directed to her most excellent
' maiestie . . . . Separatist writings; in part by John
Greenwood; undated, but cites STC 23471, 1591 (SR 3 jy).
and is cited in STC 23450, 1591; pr. abroad at Middle-
burg by R. Schilders, or at Dort. 1/2, both 1591.

1522a [Anr. ed.] 2/2, both 1591.

1523, H. Barrow, A plaine refutation of . . . Giffardes . . .
booke . . . . Separatist wrltlngs, in part by John
Greenwood; pr. abroad at Middleburg by R. Schilders,
or at Dort by Hanse. 1/2, 1591-1605?

5820, R. Cosin, An apologie . . . for sundrie proceedings . -
[Deputies of C. Barker.] Defence of proceedings
ex officio; two parts; forty copies printed. 1/2,
1591-1593.

14584, J. Jewel, Apologia ecclesiae anglicanae. [R. Robinson]
f. T. Chard. Issued with STC 24750. 4/9, 1562-1639.

15061, J. Knox, An answere to . . . an anabaptist . . . . [R.

Field] f. T. Chard. Defense of Calvinism. 2/2, 1560-
1591.
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17752, J. Mayo, The popes parliament . . . . R. Field. Two
parts; the second a "history" of Pope Joan; pt. 2
repr. 1624 (STC 17754).

21749, H. Saravia, D. Sarauia . . . of the diuers degrees of
the ministers . . . . J. Wolfe, sold by J. Perrin.
Defense of episcopacy; tr. of Lat. ed., STC 21746,
1590. 1/2, 1591-1592.

23019, T. Sparke, An answere to Master Iohn de Albines, notable
discourse . . . . J. Barnes. Reply to a Catholic
treatise, which is itself reproduced.

24750, St. Vincent of Lerins, Vincentii Lirinensis Galli pro
catholicae fidea . . . . [R. Robinson.] 1Issued with
STC 14584; in Latin.

Part Three: Sermons

3924, R. Bruce, Sermons vpon the sacrament . . . . R. Waldegrave.
Five sermons preached on successive Sundays, 1 fb.-2 mr.
1589; ded. dated 9 de. 1590; probably early 1591.

4952, B. Chamberlaine, A sermon preached at Farington ig
Barkeshire . . . . J. Wolfe. Funeral sermon, 17 fb.,
1587; ent. to Wolfe 9 de. 1590; probably early 1591.

SR 4 ja., "A Sermon preached by Henrie Peacham vppon the 3.
laste verses of the ffirst chapter of Jobe" (ent. to Richard
Jones) .

22660, H. Smith, The examination of vsury. R. Field f. T. Man
(SR 4 fb., Man). Two sermons on Psalm 15:1-5; taken
by charactery; repr. in various collections.

22685, H. Smith, A prepatatiue to mariage. T. Orwin f. T.
Man (SR 4 fb., Man). Also, two sermons on the Lord's
Supper and two on usury; repr. in various collections;
pt. 3, on usury formerly also STC 22661. 1/4, all 1591.
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22685.5 [Anr. ed.] R. Field f£f. T. Man. Pt. 2 also 1iss. sep.
as STC 22705; pt. 3 also iss. sep. as STC 22660. 2/4,
all 1591.

22686 [Anr. ed.] R. Field f£. T. Man. Newly corrected, and
augmented with a new section, Three prayers. 3/4, all
1591.

22687 [Anr. ed.] J. Charlewood [a.] (T. Orwin) £. T. Man. 4/4,
all 1591.

12589, R. Hacket, A sermon needfull for theese times .
J. Barnes. Sermon on 1 Samuel 11:4-6; Paul's Cross,
14 fb., 1590; ded. dated 27 mr. [15917?7].

24339, R. Turnbull, An exposition vpon . . . Saint Iames . . .
J. Windet (SR 12 ja'., Windet). Sermons, exegesis of
St. James; ded. dated 10 my. 1/3, 1591-1606.

1094, G. Babington, A sermon preached at the court at Greene-

wich . . . . R. Field f. T. Chard. Sermon on 2 Kings
5:13-16; preached 24 my.

SR 31 my., "A Sermon preached at Paules Crosse the xvijth of
Nouember 1590 the first Daie of the xxxiijth yere of her
maiesties reigne by John Duport Doctor of Dyvinitie" (ent. to
Edward Aggas).

1464+, T. Barne, A sermon preached at Pauls Crosse the thir-
teenth of Iune, J. Barnes.

SR 3 jy., "master Dyos his sermonns" (ent. to George Bishop and
Ralph Newbery) .

22662, H. Smith, The fall of King Nabuchadnezzer. T. Scarlet
(SR 19 jy., Scarlet). Sermon on Daniel 4:28-30;
repr. in various collections. 1/2, both 1591.
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22662.5 [Anr. ed.] T. Scarlet (sold by W. Wright). 2/2, both

1591.

T. Scarlet
repr.

Smith, The pride of King Nabuchadnezzar.
Sermon on Daniel 4:26-27;
1/2, both 1591.

22688, H. of
(SR 19 jy., Scarlet).

in various collections.
2/2, both 1591.

ed.] T. Scarlet, sold by W. Wright.

22689 [Anr.
22690, H. Smith, The restitution of King Nabuchadnezzer. T.
Scarlet (sold by W. Wright) (SR 19 jy., Scarlet). Ser-

mon on Daniel 4:31-34; repr. in various collections.

1/2, both 1591.

22691 [Anr. ed.] T. Scarlet (sold by W. Wright). 2/2, both
1591.

22684, H. Smith, The preachers proclamacion. [E. Allde? £f.]
W. Kearney (SR 26 Jjy., Man). Sermon on Eccles. 1:2;
repr. in various collections as "The trial of wvanity."

22664, H. Smith, A fruitfull sermon . . (W. Hoskins, H.
f. N. Ling (SR 18 au., Ling).

Chettle, a. J. Danter)
Sermon on 1 Thess. 5:19-22;
repr. in various collections as

both 1591.

taken by charactery:;

"The true trial." 1/2,

[W. Hoskins, H. Chettle, a. J. Danter] E£.

22665 [Anr. ed.]
both 1591.

J. Broome. 2/2,

1092, G. Babington, A sermon preached at Paules Crosse .
Sermon on John 6:37;

T. Este (SR 23 au., Este).
preached during oc. 1590; tp. dated 23 au. 1/2, 1591-

1599.

H. Smith, The affinitie of the faithfull . . . . W.
£. N. Ling a. J.

Hoskins [J. Danter] a. H. Chettle £.
Busby (SR 12 se., Ling). Sermon on Luke 8:19-21;

repr. in various collections. 1/2, both 1591.

22656,
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22656.5 [A variant] W. Hoskins a. J. Danter f. N. Ling a.
J. Busby.

22657 [Anr. ed.] Nowe the second time imprinted. [T. Scarlet]
f. N. Ling a. J. Busbie. 2/2, both 1591.

22716, H. Smith, Seuen godly and learned sermons . . . . R.
Field f. T. Man (SR 26 Jy., 4 oc., Man). "Perused by
the author before his death."

22681, H. Smith, The magistrates scripture . . . . [R. Field
f.] W. Kearney. Sermon on Psalm 82:6-7; variant of
STC 22680, 1590; ent. to T. Man 29 oc. 1591; repr.
in various collections.

SR 22 no., "Beza his sermons vppon the historie of the passion
and buriall of our lord Jesus Christ wrytten by the iiij
Euangelists" (ent. to Edward Aggas).

3923, R. Bruce, Sermons preached in the kirk of Edinburgh . . .
R. Waldegrave. Eleven sermons preached in and around
1589; ded. dated 6 de.

SR 6 de., "a sermon preched at Paules Crosse the 30 Maie 1591,
by master Gifford" (ent. to Toby Cooke).

19916.7, O. Pigge, Sermons vpon the 101. psalme . . . T.
Orwin f£. T. Man.

22659, H. Smith, The Christians sacrifice. [J. Charlewood]
f. T. Man. Sermon on Proverbs 23:26; repr. in various
collections; ent. to Man 3 oc. 1589. 2/2, 1589-1591.

22663, H. Smith, The first sermon of Noahs drunkennes. [E.
Allde? f.] W. Rearney. Sermon on Genesis 9:20-21;
ent. to C. Burby 28 ap. 1592; repr. in various col-
lections.

22696, H. Smith, A sermon of the benefite of contentation.
A. Jeffes. Sermon on 1 Timothy 6:6; taken by charac-
tery; examined and corrected by Smith. 6/7, 1590-1591.
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22696.5 [Anr. ed.] A. Jeffes. 7/7, 1590-1591.

22705, H. Smith, A treatise of the Lords supper . . . . R.

Field f. T. Man. Two sermons; diff. setting from
STC 22686; also iss. as pt. 2, STC 22685.5.

22706, H. Smith, The trumpet of the soule . . . . [E. Allde]
f. J. Perrin. Reprinted in various collections. 1/10,
1591-1640.

22714.5, H. Smith, The wedding garment. [A. Jeffes?] Sermon
on Romans 13:14; repr. in various collections. 4/6,
1590-~1591.

22715 [Anr. ed.] [A. Jeffes?] 5/6, 1590-1591.
22715.5 [Anr. ed.] [A. Jeffes?] 6/6, 1590-1591.

22783.3, H. Smith, Certain sermons, preached by H. Smyth. R.
Waldegrave. Waldegrave piracy of STC 22693, 22713,
22660, 22658, 22703.

Part Four: Church Regulation and Administration

SR 30 mr., "A table for the paiement of tithes and oblacons
accordinge to the Queenes maiesties Ecclesiasticall lawes,
and ordinaunces established in the church of England" (ent.
to Thomas Purfoote, the elder; and Thomas Purfoote, the
younger) .

10105, Church of England, Iniunctions giuen by the queenes
maiestie . . . . [Deputies of C. Barker.] 11/16,
15592-160072.
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10130, Church of England, Articles to be enquired in the
visitation . . . . Deputies of C. Barker. General
visitation articles; reprint of 1559 edition. 13/16,

1559-1600.

10233, Church of England, Articles to be enquired of . . .

within . . . Lincolne . . . . T. Orwin. Local wvisi-
tation articles.



CHAPTER I
THEOLOGY AND RELIGION

One hundred separate items, or 39.2 per cent of the
total output in all subjects during 1591] have been classi-
fied under the category of Theology and Religion. Publica-
tions in this category consist, essentially, of Bibles and
ancillary books, books contributing to or arising from theo-
logical dispute, sermons, and items concerned with church
regulation and administration. The distribution of publica-
tions in this category is listed in fable 2.

The line heading "USR entries" in Table 2 and suc-

ceeding tables on the distribution of books in other cate-

gories refers to entries in the Stationers' Register for which

no publication is known to be extant, at least not in an edi-
tion published in or around 1591. The entry of a book in the

Stationers' Register is not a sure indication that the book

did, in fact, go to press, but entries which remain "uncon-
nected" to an extant item are noted in this and other catego-
ries in order to indicate as fully as possible the number of

publications which could, in theory, have been included within

25



a particular grouping. USR entries have not been considered
in compiling the statistical information about each category.
Inevitably, a degree of conjecture has sometimes been involved

in deciding, on the basis of an entry in the Stationers' Reg-

ister, the category or sub-category to which certain USR en-

tries should be assigned.

TABLE 2

DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLICATIONS: THEOLOGY AND RELIGION

% of
Type of Book Items 1591 USR
items entries

Bibles and Ancillary Books

Bibles
Geneva (1)
Bishop's (1)
N. T. (Geneva,
Tomson) (1)

Psalms (Metrical Versions,
Sternhold and Hopkins) (2)

Catechisms (6)

Treatises
Doctrinal (6)
Biblical Exegesis (8)
Biblical Thesaurus (1)
Biblical Chronology (2)
Others (6)

Prayers and/or Meditations (6)
4o 15.7 12




TABLE 2 --Continued

% of
Type of Book Items 1591 USR
items entries

Theological Controversy

Anti-Presbyterian (5)
Separatist Movement (4)
Anti-Separatist (1)
Catholic Publications (1)
Anti-Catholic (7)
Others (1)
19 7.5 2

Sermons

Henry Smith (29)
Gervase Babington (2)
Robert Bruce (2)
Others (5)
38 14.9 5

Church Regulation and
Administration 3 1.1 1

Totals 100 39.2 20
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Bibles and Ancillary Books

Al our books are but entrances to the book of books,
vnto the sacred Bible, & book of God: which were it
indeed deeply imprinted in the harts of al men, T
could easily haue spared this simple labor, and could
and would haue wished euen Luthers wish, vppon the
same verie condition that he did: That al bookes els
were in a faire light fiar.

The foregoing observation would have met with general
favour at any time during the Elizabethan era, at least among
committed Protestants, who believed that Holy Scripture led
men- to salvation and schooled them in every aspect of conduct
and belief. 1In a preface written originally for the Great
Bible of 1539 and later prefixed to editions of the Bishops'
Bible, Thomas Cranmer had put the matter plainly for genera-
tions of readers:

Here al maner of persons, men, women, yong, olde,

learned, vnlearned, rich, poore, priestes, lay men,

lords, ladies, officers, tenants, and meane men,
virgins, wiues, widowes, lawyers, marchants, arti-
ficers, husbandmen, and all maner of persons, of

what estate or condition soeuer they be, may in this

booke learne al things what they ought to beleeue,

what they ought to do, and what they should not do,
aswell concerning Almightie God, as also concerning
themselues and all other.2

English Protestants might wrangle bitterly about the efficacy

of the religious settlement of 1559 and such derivative matters

as the relative importance of preaching and the sacraments; but

1STC 20369, John Prime, An exposition, and obseruations
vpon Saint Paul to the Galathians, 1587, sig. A2.

2STC 2156, The Holy Bible (Bishops'), sig. A3.
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on the question of the fundamental importance of the Scrip-
tures there was unanimity. One important consequence of
Protestant belief about the Scriptures was a great enthusiasm
for the printing and dissemination of Bibles; and one of the
consistent preoccupations of Protestant leaders and teachers
was that the people should be firmly grounded in the basic
tenets of the faith as revealed in God's Word. Not supris-
ingly, the publication of Bibles and "entrances to the book
of books" accounted for a large proportion of the output of
the press at all times during the Elizabethan period.

By 1591, sixty-six years after William Tyndale's
pioneering work as a Biblical translator, no less than seven
different versions of the English Bible had been prepared for
Protestant readers. The earlier versions had fallen from prom-
inence by mid-century, however, and for most readers of 1591
Holy Scripture would have been represented by one edition or
another of the Geneva Bible of 1560, the Bishops' Bible of 1568,
and, perhaps, the Great Bible of 1539, the version produced

! Of these translations the most popdlar was

under Henry VIII.
the Geneva Bible, followed by the Bishops' version. Editions
of both versions were published in 1591, as well as an edition

of the so-called Tomson version of the New Testament.

1Most Protestant readers would have been unfamiliar
with the only other important contemporary translation of the
Scriptures, the Rheims New Testament, a translation completed
by English Catholic exiles at Douai and Rheims in 1568.
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The Geneva Bible was the product of two years of intense
work at Geneva by a group of Marian exiles, notably John Knox,
Miles Coverdale, and William Whittingham, working under the
guidance of John Calvin and Theodore Beza. The new Bible, which
appeared propitiously during the second year of Elizabeth's
reign, was not really a translation from the original tongues,
but a revision of the 0ld Testament of the Great Bible conjoined
with William Whittingham's 1557 translation of the New Testa-
ment. These sources were collated carefully with the original
Greek and Hebrew, and ciose reference was made to the work of
scholars writing in Latin, French, and German, many of whom
were living at Geneva during the time the revision was going on.
The Geneva Bible became popular in England almost immediately,
and, in fulfilment of the hopes of its compilers, it soon
eclipsed the Great Bible, which was not printed any more after
1569.1 In spite of immediate opposition to it from Elizabeth
and the leaders of the established church the Geneva Bible con-
tinued to be published throughout the reign. The 1591 edition
was just one of over one hundred and sixty editions from 1560
to the Civil War, sixty of which were published during the

Elizabethan period.2

The second version of the Scriptures published in 1591,

1H. W. Hoare, The Evolution of the English Bible

(London: John Murray, 1902), p. 220.

2Hoare, p. 212.
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the Bishops' Bible (STC 2156), had been presented to the
English people by the leaders of the established church in the
hope that it would, in turn, eclipse the Geneva Bible. An
important advantage of the new version, in the eyes of the
éﬂeen and her supporters, was its freedom from certain tainted
notions advocated by the Genevans. Thus, while the compilers
of the Bishops' Bible borrowed liberally from the marginal
commentary in the Geneva Bible they were at pains to e§?ude
all notes in support of the Genevan side in certain matters in
dispute, such as the question of ecclesiastical polity. How-
ever, despite the fact that after 1571 the Bishops' Bible was
the only version authorized to be used in churches, it never
achieved the popularity of the Geneva  version, which contin-
ued to be the Bible of the English people, to all intents and
purposes.

The failure of the Bishops' Bible to make a greater im-
pact than it did was due in part, no doubt, to the fact that,
for reasons of her own, Elizabeth chose not to lend it any
form of public support or recognition. In addition, however,
there were a number of other factors which operated in favour
of the Genevan version. The Geneva Bible had made its initial
impact at a time when Protestant fortunes in England were run-
ning high and when Geneva was regarded warmly as a bastion of
the true faith. Added to these advantages of time and associa-
tion were the vigorous, terse style of the Geneva Bible, the

superior scholarship of its text, and the copiousness of its
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notes, which amounted to a running commentary upon the Scrip-
tures.1 In addition, the Geneva Bible pioneered a number of
features which were adopted in later versions of the English
Bible. These included the use of roman type rather than black
letter for the main text and the division of the text into
verses, a feature which had been introduced earlier in the

New Testament of William Whittingham. Another advantage of
the Geneva version was that it was usually issued in a small
format such as quarto, or, as with the 1591 edition, octavo,
an arrangement which would have made the book reasonably cheap
and easy to handle. The Bishops' version, on the other hand,
was usually issued as a folio; and while editions like the
1591 publication were elaborate and sumptuous examples of the
printer's art, they were cumbersome and éxpensive v#1 compari-
son - it the Geneva Bible.

In addition to complete versions of the Scriptures,
Elizabethan readers could usually choose from among a variety
of books containing selected portions of the Bible. Editions
of the New Testament seem to have been popular, for example;
and readers could also buy books in which certain sections of

Scripture were accompanied by notes and commentary. A popular

1Side-notes were evidently open to some variation.
The 1591 edition gives a brief commentary before each book,
but, unlike other editions which provide exegetical material
in the margins, it limits side-notes to recognition of accept-
able variant translations and notices of places where the orig-
inal Hebrew has been translated freely.
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version of the New Testament was the Tomson version, an edi-
tion of which appeared in 1591 (STC 2890). This version was
named after Laurence Tomson, who had translated the notes pre-
pared by Theodore Beza for a Latin yersion of the New Testa-
ment and transferred them to the Geneva text. Scriptural
materials of the second sort, that is, annotated selections,
were not published to any extent in 1591, the only example of
this type being a translation of an exposition of thirteen of
the Psalms written originally in Latin by Victor Strigelius,

a German theol_ogian.1 Other books of Biblical exegesis, most
of them in Latin, were published during 1591, but only one

" other item, an exposition of the Psalms by Thomas Wilcox, tran-
scribed the Biblical text systematically, and in this case no
attempt was made to render any but the most significant verses
in each Psalm.2

The most familiar ancillary book to the Bible was un-

doubtedly The whole Booke of Psalmes (STC 2748), a collection

of metrical renditions of the Psalms by Thomas Sternhold and

John Hopkins. This notable book went through many editions
during the Elizabethan period and beyond, and in 1591 it appeared
in two editions. The work had begun during the time of Henry

VIII when Thomas Sternhold, a Groom of the Robes in the royal

1STC 23359, A proceeding in the harmonie of King Dauids

harpe.

2STC 25626, A very godly and learned exposition, vpon

the whole Booke of Psalmes.
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court, began to render the Psalms into English verse and to
compose music for them in order to provide a godly alterna-
tive to the lewd songs popular at court. Sternhold's work
proved to be so popular that after his death in 1549 the work
was carried on by John Hopkins and others (DNB, XVIII, 1110).
During the Elizabethan period the Psalms of Sternhold and
Hopkins were authorized to be sung in churches as a regular
part of the service, and it was the work of these two men and
their collaborators which did much to establish the popularity
of a number of the favourite Psalms with the English people.

Next to Holy Scripture itself, the publications most
generally esteemed by the Elizabethans were books of various
kinds which supplemented the Scriptures in one way or another.
Such godly books abounded, and readers could select printed
materials to instruct them in the basic tenets of their faith,
lead them on to a deeper understanding of more obscure matters,
and help them to achieve the greatest benefit from their own
private study and devotional exercises. Naturally, the empha-
sis of the Protestant faith upon the heavy responsibility of
the individual in the matter of achieving salvation made all
the more welcome the availability of books that might help the
reader attain this happy state. The religious handbooks and
treatises published during 1591 are fairly typical of the kinds
of godly books resorted to by readers of the time, and several
of them are interesting for the observations they make upon

contemporary belief and practice.
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The most basic book of religious instruction was the
catechism. This was usually a brief work in which the main
elements of Protestant belief were arranged according to some
plan in the form of questions and responses. Johann Wigand,

a Continental writer whose work appeared in translation in
1591, had called the catechism "a moste sure perfect rule to
examine, to trie, and to iudge all Religions and all doctrines
by." Moreover, he wrote,

it is certayne that the Catechisme is a short handsome

summe of all the whole Bible, and conteineth all that

is required of necessitie vnto faith and vnto our sal-
uation, as no christian will denie.T
The importance attached to the catechism by the Church is sug-
gested by one of the items included in the visitation articles
issued in connection with the visitation of the diocese of
Lincoln in 1591. The item charges the bishop's deputies to
enguire

whether all superiors, as parents, masters, &c. doe

as much as in them lyeth, to bring their youth being

aboue seuen yeres and vnder twenty to the Church to

be catechized on holy dayes, and Sundayes, in the

after noone, and who they bee which neglect so to doe,

and who betwixt the sayed ages cannot say the Cate-
chisme.
The catechism referred to in the articles would have been the

"little" catechism contained in the Book of Common Prayer,

which, with the "middle" catechism, was the main catechism of

1STC 25613, De neutralibus & mediis, sig. G1-G1b.
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the time;1 but "unofficial" catechisms were also produced in
abundance, and the catechetical literature printed in 1591 be-
longs to the latter group.

On the evidence of the six titles issued during 1591,
it would seem that catechisms were open to some variation in
such matters as length and method of approach to their subject;
but certain conventions can be discerned which were fairly com-
mon. For example, a typical catechism was a small, inexpensive
book which the reader could use as a true handbook, carrying
it easily in his hand or upon his person. The most popular
format was octavo, although one catechism, by Robert Linaker,
was a very small book printed in duodecimo.2 In every cate-
chism the text presented the same general appearance, with the
most essential points of doctrine, at least, being set down in
question and answer form, duplicating the conversation that
might go on between the learner and the teacher. Answers to
the questions were normally documented with marginal references
to passages from the Scriptures which would support the answer.
Another convention which may have been of some help to the stu-

dent was the use of contrasting founts to differentiate between

1Alexander Nowell (1507?-1602), Dean of Saint Paul's,
published the "large" catechism chiefly to demonstrate to critics
of the Protestant faith the firm principles upon which Protes-
tantism was based. He later abridged it to make it more suit-
able for the young, and the resulting "middle" catechism became
the ordinary version for the instruction of the young (DNB, XIV,
693) .

2STC 15644, A short and plaine instruction.
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questions and answers.

The amount of material in a catechism and the way the
material was arranged tended to vary, depending upon whether
the writer had followed a standard model or devised an arrange-
ment of his own and whether the material was designed for the
ignorant or for more knowledgeable readers. An important cate-
chism on the Continent, for example, was the so-called Heidel-
burg Catechism, in which the essential doctrines of Protes-
tantism were arranged in three parts following the pattern of
the Epistle to the Romans. Thus, the reader was led in turn
through the doctrines relating to man's sin and misery, his
deliverance from siﬁ, and his thankfulness for his new life
following his redemption. The catechisms produced by English
writers followed different schemes, each writer devising his
own arrangement of material.

The Heidelburg Catechism was the official catechism
in several areas on the Continent, and it was also popular in
Scotland, where it appeared in the Latin version in 1591.1
This catechism had been authorized by James VI for use in
Scotland, and besides the Latin versicn, a translation, with
copius notes and additional exegetical material, by Jeremius

2

Bastingius, was also published in Edinburgh in 1591. Another

publication containing the Heidelburg Catechism was The summe

1STC 13023, Catechesis religionis Christianae.

2_STC 1562, A catechism of Christian religion.
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of Christian religion (STC 24534), a translation prepared by

Henry Parry and published at Oxford. Besides the Heidelburg
Catechism, "with correction of sundry faults, & imperfections,
which are as yet remaining in the best corrected Latine" (sig.
11), Parry's translation included a lengthy summary of a series
of lectures upon the catechism delivered by Zacharius Ursinus,
a Continental theologian who had assisted in preparing the
Heidelburg Catechism. The foregoing editions of the Heidel-
burg Catechism were evidently intended for "the learned sort,"
or, at least, for circumstances involving formal instruction,
as in schools and churches. The Bastingius translation was
specifically intended for formal instruction, and the unlearned.
reader would have found the Parry translation, running to
almost one thousand pages of advanced exegesis, almost as

much beyond his capabilities as the Latin edition.

Readers seeking catechisms pitched nearer to the capa-
bilities of the less learned would probably have deliberated
upon works like the three remaining catechisms printed during
1591, which had been prepared chiefly with them in mind. The
compilers of shorter catechisms were evidently concerned that
their skill and ingenuity result in as brief and simple a work
as possible; and Robert Linaker, for example, called A short

and plaine instruction (STC 15644) "a little fardell" cf "the

chief and principall groundes of Christian Religion," so ar-
ranged as to "best fit the capacitie and cariage of olde and

young, committed to my charge" (sig. A2). Linaker's guide
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included fifty-eight pages of text, with "a shorter Instruc-
tion" (sig. E1) of a dozen or so guestions for first communi-
cants, and a short prayer in which the compiler had ingeniously
conveyed "the substance of the Catechisme" (sig. E2b-E3). As
advertised on the title-page, each question and answer in the
text was supported by "the places of Scripture, which serue
to prooue the points of doctrine," as well as "certaine prof-
itable notes set downe in the margent, to make euery proofe
more plaine" (sig. A1). The usual arrangement of a simple
catechism is typified by the first page of Linaker's text,
which proceeds in the following manner:
Question.
Who hath giuen you your life: that is, your bodie
and soule?
Answere. That God in whome all creatures liue,
mooue, and haue all their being.
The Answere is prooued from the word of God.
God made the worlde and all things that are there-
in &c. Act.17.24.
In him we liue, mooue, and haue cur being. Act.17.28.
Q. To what ende hath God giuen you your life?
A. To seeke his glory.
Prooued from the word of God.
Whether you eate or drinke, or whatsoeuer ye doe,
doe all to the glory of God. I Cor.10.31 (sig. Al4).

In the preface, Linaker had observed that his catechism
was organized so that the book "for the most part, both in the
pcints of doctrine and proofes, . . . traced a fruitfull & well
knowen Catechisme" (sig. A3). The value of the book, conse-
quently, must have derived from the brevity and simplicity of

its exposition rather than Linaker's organizational plan, which

was to lead readers through such familiar passages as the Ten
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Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer, in the same
order that a standard catechism might follow. A somewhat

longer catechism by William Burton entitled Certaine questions

and answeres, concerning the knowledge of God (STC 4167) ex-

plained the fundamental points of Protestant doctrine by dis-
covering every aspect of desirable belief and practice by
means of a lengthy colloguy concerning the nature of God.
Another catechist, William Perkins, also departed from the
usual arrangement of doctrine by reducing the fundamentals of
Protestantism to six "principles” which he then presented in
the form of questions and responses. This catechism, The

foundation of Christian religion (STC 19710), questioned the

reader in turn upon the nature of God; the sinful condition
of mankind; salvation through Christ; justification by faith;
the importance of preaching, sacraments, and prayer; and the
final judgment, which is handled in the following manner:

Q. What is the estate of all men after death?

VI. All men® shall rise againe a Ioh.19.25
with their own bodies to the last
bjiudgement, .which being ended b Eccle.12.14.
Cthe godly ~shall possesse the king- matt.12.36.
dome of Heauen: but vnbelee- c 2.Pet.2.7.
uers and reprobates shal be €in hel ezech.9.4.
tormented with the diuel and his d Matt.25.32.
Angels, for euer. e Matt.25.41.
(sig. A5Db).

Following his initial exposition of the above principles,
which he supported by numerous references to Scripture in the
margin, Perkins turned his attention to an "exposition of the

principles," in which the six points were examined in somewhat



41

greater detail.

Perkins's catechism was distinguished by a most inter-
esting preface in which the writer bespoke the need for such
a book as his and instructed readers in the way to derive the
most profit from the work. Addressing himself "to ‘all ignor-
ant people that desire to bee instructed," Perkins observes,
first of all, that people generally deceive themselves into
thinking they are "in a most happy estate" and that "if the
matter come to a iust triall, it will fall out farr other-
wise" (sig. A2). And the writer goes on to enumerate twenty-
nine false opinions which he alleges are commonly held. The
errors listed by Perkins cover a wide range of belief and
practice, from mistaken doctrine, such as the belief that
faith is "a man's good meaning & his good seruing of God" to
unscriptural false beliefs such as the belief that "if anie
be strangely visited, hee is either taken with a Planet, or
bewitched" (sig. A2). Other false beliefs that appear to
have distressed the writer concerned the efficacy of death-
bed repentances, the value of "the rehearsing of the ten com-
maundements, the Lords praier, and the Creede," the harmless-
ness of swearing "by nothing but that which is good, as by
his faith or troth," and such propositions as that "a man eats
his maker in the Sacra.," and that "if a man be no adulterer,
no theef, nor murderer, and do no man harme, he is a right
honest man” (sig. A2-A3). Much popular misconception about

religion appears tc have stemmed from confused thinking about
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the new Protestant doctrines and forms of worship, and the
lingering influence of Catholic beliefs and attitudes; and a
number of items in Perkins's list betray his concern that
preaching be more properly regarded, for example, and that
vestiges of Catholic practice be eradicated‘.1 In the fol-
lowing extract from the list, Perkins alludes to the fore-
going problems several times in the course of admonishing
readers against such false beliefs as the following:

13 That it is the safest, to doo in Religion as
most doo.

14 That merry ballads & bookes, as Scoggin,
Beuis of Southampton, &c. are good to driue away time,
& to remoue hart quames.

15 That yee can serue God with all your hearts:
and that yee would be sorie else.

16 That a man neede not heare so many Sermons,
except he could follow them better.

17 That a man which commeth at no Sermons, may as
wel beleeue, as he which heares all the sermons in
the world.

18 That yee know al the Preacher can tell you: For
he can say nothing, but that euery man is a sinner,
that we must loue our neighbours as our selues, that
euery man must bee saued by Christ: and all this ye
can tell as well as he.

19 That it was a good world when the old Religion
was, because all things were cheap.

1'I‘he terms "Catholic Church" and "Catholic" are used
in this thesis to name the Church of Rome, that is, the Roman
Catholic Church, and members of that church. Derivatives of
"Catholic," such as "Catholicism" and the term "Catholic"
used in an adjectival sense, also have to do with the Roman
Catholic Church.
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20 That drinking and bezeling in the alehouse or
tauerne is good fellowship, & shews a good kinde
nature.

21 That a man may sweare by the Masse, because it
is nothing now: and byr Ladie, because she is gone
out of the country (sig. A2b-A3).

False beliefs such as the foregoing, argues Perkins,
betray gross ignorance, sin, and the rule of the devil; "and
where he rules men are in a damnable case" (sig. A3). 1In
such a circumstance, says the writer, it is not enough to be
able to repeat passages from memory "vnlesse ye can vnderstand
the meaning of the words, and bee able to make a right vse of
the Commaundements, of the Creede, of the Lords prayer, by
applying them inwardly to your hearts and consciences, and out-
wardly to your liues & conuersations" (sig. A3b). By applying
Perkins's "sixe plaine & easie rules, euen such as the simplest
may easily learne," the writer says, the ignorant will be
brought to "true knowledge, vnfained faith and sound repentance"
(sig. A3b). The book will serve best, Perkins continues, if it
is used according to the following suggestions regarding read-
ing and study of the two parés:

In reading of it first learne the six principles, §

when ye haue them without booke, &€ the meaning of them

withall, then learne the exposition also: which being
well conceaued, & in some measure felt in the heart,

ye shall be able to profite by Sermons, whereas now

ye cannot: and the ordinarie parts of the Catechisme,

namely the ten Commandements, the Creede, the Lords

praier, and the institutions of the two Sacraments,
shall more easily be vnderstoode (sig. A3b).

Besides catechetical literature a variety of other ex-

pository works on religious topics appeared regularly during
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the Elizabethan periocd. The year 1591 witnessed the publica-
tion of several editions of Perkins's own discussions of Pro-
testant doctrine, for example, and there were in add;tion a
number of works by other writers which schooled believers in
matters of doctrine and practice, or guided them through close
readings of selected Scripture. While a number of these relig-
ious treatises were printed in Latin, and were intended chiefly
for schoolmen, the remainder, except for several on somewhat
esoteric topics, would have been welcomed by ordinary readers
as useful adjuncts to Scripture reading and attendance at ser-
mons.

One of the circumstances which evidently influenced
public enthusiasm for religious treatises was the relative
newness of some Protestant teachings. Popular confusion about
such matters as the efficacy of preaching and, most especially,
the significance of predestinarian doctrine sent readers to
learned authors who offered to explain Protestant beliefs and
demonstrate their practical application to life. During 1591,
readers could choose from among several books which contained
all the essential points of Calvinist theology and resolved the
more vexing cases of conscience which afflicted true believers.
One such work, by William Perkins, was a popular handbook called

A golden chaine, or the description of theologie (STC 19657)

which traced in detail, with the aid of charts and tables, the
course that a human soul might follow to heaven or to hell.

Published originally in Latin in 1590, the book eventually went
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through many editions, including, in 1591, the second Latin
edition1 and the first two editions of the English transla-
tion.

Readers of A golden chaine were led through fifty-

seven chapters on such topics as the nature of God, the punish-
ment of sin, the Ten Commandments, the sacraments, and so on,
each topic being related to the doctrine of predestination
whenever practicable. The central purpose of the book, accord-
ing to Perkins's introductory remarks, was to defend the Calvin-
ist opinion about predestination--that it has no cause but God's
will and pleasure--against the views of "the old and newe Pela-
gians," the Lutherans, and the "Semipelagian Papists" (sig. A2).
Like most Protestant theological writers of the time, Perkins
appears to have been very sensitive to Catholic error, and a
whole chapter is devoted to fifteen basic errors of the Catholic
Church, including the alleged Catholic teaching that all men
are predestined to salvation, and that free will and good works
are the causes of salvation (sig. I3). Perkins's exposition of
Protestant doctrines was illustrated, where relevant, with ad-
vice and examples regarding appropriate practices in such mat-
ters as usury and other daily concerns such as dress, amusement
and Sabbath observance.

The continuing demand for further editions of A golden

chaine throughout the Elizabethan period was due in no small

1STC 19655a, Armilla aurea, id est theologiae descriptio.
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measure to Perkins's talents as a popularizer. A respected
and renowned scholar of Cambridge, Perkins had the ability

to simplify complex theological ideas and explain them in a
language and style easily grasped by the most simple reader.1
Besides his talent for devising practical lessons in resolving
cases of conscience, he appears to have been a source of com-
fort and encouragement for Protestants who sought assurance

about their election. 1In one book on this subject, entitled

A treatise tending vnto a declaration whether a man be in the

estate of damnation, or in the estate of grace, Perkins of-

fered to show the reader whether he was in the state of the
damned or of the elect, and, "if he'be in the first, how he
may in time come out of it: if in the second, how he may dis-
cerne it, and perseuer in the same to the end."2 From the
articles and dialogues comprising the book, readers would have
discovered that those who were part of the covenant of grace
were a little flock indeed. 1In the first article, explaining

"How farre a man may goe in the profession of the Gospel, and

1Louis B. Wright, "William Perkins: 'Elizabethan
Apostle of 'Practical Divinity,'" Huntington Library Quarterly,
IIT (January, 1940), p. 173. '

2STC 19753, sig. A2. The book does not make it clear
by what means a person in the former state might "come out of
it." Patrick McGrath has noted that, with Perkins, "as with
most of the godly preachers, there seems to have been an im-
plicit assumption that all pious hearers of the word were elect.
(Papists and Puritans Under Elizabeth I, London: Blandford
Press, 1967, p. 330.) And yet, a main thesis of A treatise
tending is that even the most pious seeker after Christ may
be numbered among the reprobates.
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yvet be a wicked man and a reprobate" (sig. B1), readers
learned that a man might seem to himself and the chuxrch to
be a true professor of the Gospel and yet actually be in a
state of damnation. The reprobate, Perkins declares, has a
certain knowledge of God and accepts true doctrines concern-
ing his duty to serve God and save his own soul, but his know-
ledge is imperfect, and his piety ineffectual, since he is
damned despite outward appearances of God's favour and mercy.
Even preachers of God's word may be among the reprobates, says
Perkins, and he draws a simple analogy to remind his readers
that even those who seem to be most closely associated with
divine grace may profit by it the least:
We know, that Cookes commonlie, which are occupied in
preparing of banquets, haue as much feeling and seeing
of the meate, as any other: and yet there is none
that eateth lesse of it, than they: for their stomacks
are cloyed with the smell and taste of it: So, in like
manner it may come to passe, that the Minister, which
dresseth and prouideth the spirituall foode, may eate
the least of it himselfe: and so, labouring to saue
others, he may be a reprobate (sig. C1).
Having demonstrated the pitiful state of the reprobate,
Perkins moved in the second part of the treatise to depict the
condition of the Elect, "they whom God of the good pleasure of
his will hath decreed in himselfe to choose to eternall 1life"
(sig. C5b). Citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven, readers learned,
were those whom the Holy Spirit had imbued with true saving
faith, "a wonderfull gift peculiar to the Elect" (sig. C6).

Readers then went on to learn how such faith was imparted,

what benefits, such as justification, derived from it, and so
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forth. Finally, Perkins appealed at length to "worldlings,
and to loose professors of the Gospell," to "vse all meanes
to become true Christians" (sig. H1); and he alleged a number
of reasons why they should be concerned to achieve this ob-
jective:

My first reason is this; the man that liueth in this
world not being a true christian, is farre more vile
than the basest creature of all, euen the Dogge, or
Toade: For first he is nothing els but a filthie
dunghill of all abhomination and vncleannes, the
stinke whereof hath infected heauen and earth, and

no perfumes could euer delay it in the nostrils of
God, but onely the suffering of Christ being a sacri-
fice of a sweete smelling sauour to God. We make it
very daintie to come neere a lazar man that is full

of botches, blaines and sores; but much more are those
men to bee abhorred, which haue lien many yeares starke
dead in sinnes and trespasses: and therefore now doo
nothing els but rot and stinke in them like vgly loth-
some carrions (sig. H1-H1b).

Succeeding sections of A treatise tending provided

readers with such comforts as "A Dialogue of the state of a
Christian man," between a strong Christian and a weaker brother
(sig. H7 ff.); an article asserting that a reprobate might be

a partaker "of all that is contained in the Religion of the
Church of Rome," and that "a Papist by his Religion cannot go
beyond a Reprobate" (sig. M8 ff.); a dialogue between Satan and
a Christian (sig. P3 ff.); and a dialogue between a sinner and
a minister tendering "consolations for the troubled consciences
of repentant Sinners" (sig. Q6b). Except, perhaps, for the
first two sections of the work, there was no necessary sequence

among the remaining articles, so that A treatise tending was

not unlike a collection of religious tracts among which believ-
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ers could choose for help in resolving particular concerns as
they arose. 1In this respect, the book was unlike A golden
chaine and the other doctrinal treatises from 1591, which
were quite highly‘structured. ’Ote of these works, a book

called Propositions and principles of diuinitie (STC 2053),

contained a recommendation in the readers' prefaee that the
bock be read through at the rate of an hour a day, following
which, says the writerﬁf"thou maiest well'reaa it euer once
euery moneth": »

The which course -if thou shalt take, I doubt not but
in one yeare, thou shalt so benefite thy selfe, as
there shall be no point of waight in religion; whereof
thou shalt not ‘be able to resolue thine owne con- :
science, and also to edifie others according vnto thy
calling in verye good measure (sig. B2b).

Readers of the foreg01dg book would have found eighty-
one brief essays on Varlous aspects of Calvinistic doctrlne
which had been "propounded and disputed in the wvniuersitie of
Geneua, by certaine students of Diuinitie there," the whole
collection togetherﬁcomprising "a Methodicall summarie, or
Epitome of the common places of DlUlnltle (sig [A]1) Accord-
ing to John Penry, . who had translated the essays from the
students' Latin, one of his chief" purposes had been to present
true doctrine that might "beare testimonie against the modera-
tion and discreet wisedcme of this age in defending the trueth,
that the Lorde hath made knowne vnto it, and that by many wit-
nesses" (sig. B2). Although he does not declare it directly,

Penry believed that the established Church of England was not

sufficiently zealous in its support of Calvin's teachings, and
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his outspoken opposition to the "moderation and discreet wise-
dome" of the Church led eventually to his execution in 1593.1
The book was printed at Edinburgh by Robert Waldegrave, who,
like Penry, had fled to Scotland in 1589 following the famous
Marprelate affair in which both men had been actively involved.2
Theological controversy was never far from the thoughts of
Elizabethan divines of whatever doctrinal persuasion, and an-
other popular treatise which appeared during 1591 was just as

much a result of conflict as Penry's translation. This treatise

was The second part of the booke of Christian exercise (STC

19381), a remarkable book whose history had begun in 1582 wheﬁ
the notable English Jesuit, Robert Parsons, had prepared a
treatise outlining Christian doctrine for the comfort of Cath-
olic believers in England. Parsons's book became immensely
popular among Catholics and Protestants alike, and in 1584 a
Protestant divine named Edmund Bunny edited and altered the
book in order to correct "errors" in doctrine and remove taints
of Catholicism so that the book might be made fit for Protes-
tants to read. Parsons had altered the title of his treatise

to A Christian Directory in 1585, and it was from an edition of

the second part of this work that the Protestant revision was

published in 1590 under the title The seconde parte of the

booke of Christian exercise (STC 19830). A second edition of

1McGrath, pp. 309-10.

?McGrath, Pp. 248-49.
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the book appeared in 1591 printed by John Charlewocd, who had
printed the 1590 edition, and by 1610 there were at least fif-
teen Protestant editions of the work as opposed to four Cath-
olic editions.1

While the works of Perkins, Bunny, and other popular-
izers of the time must have been adequate handbooks of Protes-
tant doctrine for ordinary believers, there was also an audience
for more or less detailed exegesis of Scripture and for special-
ized books for the use of Biblical scholars. During 1591, a
number of works of Biblical exegesis, most of them in Latin,

made their appearance, including one entitled Sacrorum paral-

lelorum (STC 7301) by Francois du Jon, the Elder, which iso-
lated and commented upon places in Scripture which were "paral-
lel" to one another in language, expression, or intention. 1In
addition to the foregoing book, and other works of Biblical
exegesis, there appeared three somewhat specialized publications
consisting of a Biblical thesaurus in Latin by Isaacus Feguer-
nekinu32 and two books by Hugh Broughton on the subject of
Biblical chronology. In one of Broughton's books, A treatise

of Melchisedek (STC 3890), the noted divine and rabbinical

'McGrath, p. 188.

2STC 10748, Enchiridii locorum communium theologicorum,
rerum, exemplorum, atque phrasium sacrarum. According to the
title-page, the various grounds of agreement to be shown between
texts from the 0ld Testament and texts from the New Testament
will confound atheists, Arians, Jews, Mohammedans, and others
(sig. AT).
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scholar demonstrated that the Biblical character, Melchisedek,
was actually Sem, "the father of all the sonnes of Heber" (sig.
f1). Broughton's approach to the question of Melchisedek's
real identity involved the examination of a number of points
of view on the subject which he refuted by making reference to
numerous authorities, including Hebrew and Greek versions:of
the Scriptures and his own complicated system of Biblical
chronology. Broughton was evidently a formidable scholar,
since at the end of the book he names twenty-two "Hebrew Rab-
bines, or Rabbine workes cited in this booke for Sem or Mel-
chisedek: whose whole workes, from Venice, or Francfurt,
Studentes may haue" (sig. Il4b). Broughton's interest in Bib-
lical chronology also found expression in a second book pub-

lished during 1591 entitled Textes of scripture (STC 3888) in

which he demonstrated the number of years between certain key
Biblical events from the Creation to the Resurrection. Start-
ing from four key dates or "knots" such as the fact that Abra-
ham received his promise at the age of seventy-five, Broughton
demonstrated, for example, that from the first promise of
Christ to "restore life vpon death, brought in by the Serpent"
until "the Temple of our Lord his body arose the thyrde day" a
total of exactly 3960 years elapsed (sig. A3b).

Setting aside the foregoing titles there remain seven
books from 1591 which are concerned with the exegesis of spe-
cific passages of Scripture. Works in Latin, which account

for four of the seven, include treatises by Johann Piscator
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on the second Bock of John and the Epistles of Paul,1 and

books by Francis Trigge and Robert Rollock on Matthew and
Daniel, respectively.2 The three treatises remaining consist
of translations of the Latin of Victorinus Strigelius and
Urbanus Regiusﬂ and an Ernglish work by Thomas Wilcox, all

of which deal with the Book of Psalms. Wilcox's work, A

_very godly and learned exposition, vpon the whole Booke of

Psalmes (STC 25626), was advertised on the title-page to con-
tain "the Diuision and Sense of euery Psalme: as also mani-
fold, necessary and sound doctrines, gathered out of the
same, all seruing for the great furtherance and instruction
of euery Christian Reader" (sig. A1), while the others, A

proceeding in the harmonie of King Dauids harpe (STC 23359),

by Strigelius and The solace of Sion and ioy of Terusalem

(STC 20853), by Regius, provided expositions of selected mate-
rials from the Book of Psalms. Much of the commentary of the
writers was devoted to doctrinal exposition and close readings
of individual phrases, but readers were also given glimpses of
the wide learning of their guides, as, for example, in the
following opinion about the physiology of death which follows
the words, "My tongue cleaueth to my Gummes," in the exposi-

tion of the twenty-second Psalm. The writer, Strigelius,

1STC 19953, Analysis logica euangelii secundum Johan-
nem; STC 19956, Analysis logica epistolarum Pauli.

2STC 24275, Analysis capitis vicesimi guarti euangelii

secundum Matthaeum; STC 21280, In librum Danielis prophetae
. . . commentarius.
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quotes the verse, and observes that

all men when they see that death approcheth neere,
doo feele a drinesse of theyr tongue, and desire
drincke greedilie, the better to moisten and refresh
theyr dryed mouthes: For when the blood hath recourse
in great feares vnto the fountaine, that is, the hart,
it must needes be, that the outward members are desti-
tute of moysture, and so doo require the steepeture

(sig. C3b).

In addition to presentations of doctrine and Biblical
exegesis, the Elizabethan era witnessed any number of other
religious treatises which present problems of classification
under general headings. During 1591, for example, six treatises
were published having as their object such various aims as
encouraging Christian conduct by teaching and example, reveal-
ing the harmony of the universe, teaching the right way to read
the Scriptures, and uttering warnings against traitors and the
sinful. What these miscellaneous treatises had in common was
their writers' conviction that their several aims, being grounded
in good doctrine, might make their readers stronger and more
knowledgeable Christians. 1In subject matter, such treatises
ranged from somewhat philosophical works like a book by one
"R. R.," probably Robert Rawlyns, a member of Lincoln's Inn, on

the notion of harmony and order in creation,1 to a handbook by

Edward Vaughan called Nine obseruations, howe to reade the Bible

(STC 24598) consisting mainly of summaries of the Scriptures
and various historical and thematic notes about the Bible.

Another book, The pilgrimage to paradise (STC 26032), by Leonard

1STC 20588, A consort of the creatures, with the Creator.
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Wright, contained sixteen miscellaneous essays on such topics
as humility, "the lothsome deformity of nature through Adams
fall" (sig. B1), the vanity of the world, fasting, and several
prayers and meditations, all "compiled for the direction, com-
fort, and resolution of Gods poore distressed children, in
passing through this irkesome wildernesse of temptation and
tryall" (sig. A2).

The remaining miscellaneous religious treatises from
1591 include two more or less homiletic discussions of contem-
porary affairs and mores by Samuel Cottesford1 and John Davies

and a work by Philip Stubbes entitled A christal glasse for

Christian women (STC 23381), based upon the exemplary life and

death of the writer's wife. The books of Cottesford and Davies
are of particular interest because both men are concerned to
relate desirable habits of conduct and belief to what Davies
calls "the perillous times wherein we liue, and the vncertain-

tie of life" (sig. B1b). 1In the dedication of A priuate mans

potion, Davies addresses himself to "the most noble, famous,
rehowmed, inuincible and victorious Realme of England," offer-
ing his nation the gift of his book or potion "compounded of
gentle persuasions and charitable exhortations" (sig. A3)
against the dangerous extremities the writer perceives the na-

tion to be in., The treatise examines the conduct of various

Tstc 5840, A treatise against traitors.

2STC 6328, A priuate mans potion.
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groups, but some of the more interesting admonitions are the
ones directed to the great or near great in the land. "Ladies
of honour and others," for example, are exhorted to be obedient
and reverent, and charged to refrain from backbiting (sig. C1b).
Among other groups addressed are "noble Lords," who are told to
shun ambition and jealousy (sig. C1b-C2); "Lordes spirituall,"
who are told to maintain the ministry properly and to exclude
the unworthy from their ranks (sig. C2); judges, who are charged
not to pervert the law for personal gain; and "knights, Squires,
and Gentlemen," who are told to cease fighting among themselves
(sig. C3b-Cld4). Other admonitions are given to landlords, to be
fair in rents; to lawyers, to conclude the cases of poor clients
speedily, and to refrain from misleading clients that a poor
case holds promise (sig. Clb)!$ to "Marchants, trades-men, and
Citizens of London," to refrain from usury and cheating (sig.
C5b); and to youth, to avoid acts of indecency (sig. Céb). One
of Davies's chief concerns in the book is the health and safety
of the Queen, a matter which he deals with in several places.
Urging the Queen to beware of those who would do her harm, the
writer advises Elizabeth

to mind thee of that, whiche (in respect of earthly

‘welfare) is our summum bonum: namely, thy safetie

whereon dependeth the safetie, liues, and liuinges

of so manie thousandes. If then the head cannot

perish, but the members must needes come to naught,

and that the losse of thy dear life, is the catastrophe
of ours (sig. B8-B8b).

The danger represented to the Queen's safety by the Catholic

Church is, of course, not neglected; and among Davies's remarks
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to Papists are the following:

Surcease your treacheries & touch not the Lordes
annointed, for Christ Iesus will suffer no violence,
(as we to our great comfort haue seen and perceiued)
to be done vnto his deare spowse our Queene and gouer-
nesse, but will manifest your conspiracies be they
neuer so secret to your confusion and ignomies (sig.
D8) .

John Davies's concerns for Elizabeth's safety were
echoed during 1591 by a preacher named Samuel Cottesford, who
prepared a treatise based upon part of the Book of Jeremiah

and entitled A treatise against traitors (STC 5840). From

the story of Gedeliah's tragic refusal to believe the warning

of Johanan about Ishmael's plot against his life, Cottesford
draws a number of lessons "meete for all faithfull Subiects

in these dangerous dayes" (sig. 12), especially with regard

to the crime of treason. The author stresses how great a crime
it is to conceal a plot against a prince's life, and exhorts
princes to choose wise and trustworthy advisers. He stresses
the necessity for obedience to the prince's advisers, especially
in view of the present danger to the state from Papists and
others. In this connection he writes:

So that you see the point to be obserued, wherein those
especially to whom especiall trust is committed in re-
garde of their honourable places, in the name of God
are to be remembred in all humble and submissiue duetye,
that they for the preseruation of the prince, are to
watche ouer the knowne enemies to the state, Church,
and countrye: such as vsually haue opposed themselues
to Kings and princes through all Christendom, being
specially sworn Papists for the Popes own side, such

as haue made it a special point of their faith, the
ground of which their heresie rests vpon that cursed
counsell of Trent, which is, that they may lawfully
depose and any way ouerthrow by secret and open prac-



58

tises, the state of any Christian prince professing
the Gospel (sig. Bi4b-B5).

Besides Papists, Anabaptists are cited as special enemies to
the commonwealth. The author remarks that Anabaptists are on
the increase, especially in the more populous centres where

the gospel is most diligently preached, an odd circumstance

on the face of it, but one which he maintains is not be to won-
dered at, since Satan fights hardest where he finds himself
most endangered (sig. B5-B5Db).

Elsewhere in the treatise, Cottesford reminds princes
that because they are the indispensible fathers and shepherds
of their subjects they should, therefore, feel an obligation
to be continually wary for their own safety; and he reminds
subjects that they have a reciprocal obligation to obey their
rulers and to submit cheerfully to taxation and other measures.
Attempts at regicide more recent than that perpetrated by Ish-
mael are recalled, such as the poisoning of King John by a
monk, and the assassination of Henry III of France by a friar,
as well as a recent attempt on the life of the Prince of Orange,
and the treason of the Earl of Bothwell against the Scottish
king (sig. H1). Besides exhortations to prince and subject to
recall their duties in the matter of treason, the author exposes
some of the methods of traitors, such as the fact that like
Ishmael, who plotted with ten other men, traitors like to work
in groups, and the fact that, like all traitors, Ishmael pro-

tested friendship to the man whom he hoped to assassinate.



59

In the final treatise to be considered, an example is
given of the sort of Christian life which writers of religious
books hoped to foster among their readers. The subject of the
book, Mistress Katherine Stubbes, died at Burton-upon-Trent on
14 December 1590 shortly after giving birth to a son; and, fol-
lowing this, one "P. S. Gent.," set down an account of her life

entitled A christal glasse for Christian women (STC 23381).

The writer, who could have been none other than Philip Stubbes,
the husband, relates how Katherine was given by her widowed
mother in marriage at the age of fifteen, and how, until her
death four and a half years later, she showed herself to be "a
myrrour of womanhoode" (sig. A2) both as a dutiful wife and as
a practicing Christian. Above all, says Stubbes, she was known
for "her feruent zeale which she bare to the truth," which was
apparently quite remarkable:

Insomuch as if she chanced at any time to be in [a]
place where either Papists, or Atheists were, and heard
them talke of Religion, of what countenaunce or credite
soeuer they seemed to be, she would not yeeld a iote,
nor giue place vnto them at all, but would mightilie
iustifie the truth of God, against their blasphemous
vntruthes, and conuince them: yea, and confound them

by the testimonies of the worde of God. Which thing

how could it be otherwise? for her whole heart was

bent to seeke the Lorde, her whole delight was to bee
conuersant in the Scriptures, and to meditate vpon them
day and night: insomuch that you could seldome or neuer
haue found her without a Bible, or some other good booke
in her hands (sig. A2-A2Db).

As a wife, Mistress Stubbes brought her husband extreme
contentment in everything that she did. When she was not read-

ing she would spend her time "conferring, talking and reasoning
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with her husband of the worde of God," thus obeying the command-
ment of Paul, "who biddeth women to be silent, and to learne of
their husbands at home" (sig. A2b). She would allow "no dis-
order or abuse in her house, to be either wvnreproued, or vn-
reformed" (sig. A2Db); she was unfailingly gentle and courteous;

and "so solitarie was she giuen, that shee woulde verie sel-

dome, or neuer, . . . go abroad with any, either to banquet or
feast, to gossip or to make merie (as they tearme it)" (sig.
A2b). Moreover,

when her husbande was abroade in London, or elsewhere,
there was not the dearest friend she had in the world
that coulde get her abroade to dinner or supper, oOr
to any other exercise whatsoeuer: neither was she
giuen to pamper her bodie with delicate meates, wines,

or strong drinke, but refrained them altogether. And

as she excelled in the gift of sobrietie: so she sur-
passed in the vertue of humilitie. For it is well
knowne to diuerse yet liuing, that she vtterly abhorred
all kinde of pride, both in apparell, and otherwise (sig.
A2b-A3).

The Christian example set by Mistress Stubbes as a

wife was excelled only by her conduct on her deathbed, which
was extraordinary indeed. She had predicted many times that

her first child "woulde bee her death," and about eight weeks
after delivering a healthy son, "according to her prophecie, so
it came to passe" (sig. A3b). Although she was delivered easily
and able to sit up in bed after five days, "and within a fort-
night, to goe abroade in the house" she came down with "an ex-
treame hote and burning quotidian Ague" (sig. A3b) from which
she never recovered. The illness was remarkable in that the

woman was not seen to sleep night or day, and yet her mental
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faculties remained alert. Throughout her sickness she remained
content, patient and trusting in the Lord, to whom she constantly
prayed to be taken. Stubbes describes how she took Christian
leave of her husband and infant son, and all worldly objects,
including "a little Puppie or Bitch" which she had loved well.
Spying the bitch on her bed, she "beate her away," and

calling her husband to her, said: Good husband, you

and I haue offended God grieuously in receyuing this

Bitch many a time into our bed: the Lord giue vs

grace to repent for it and al other vanities (sig.

AlL4b) .

At this point the woman fell into "a traunce or
swounde" (sig. Aldb), and it seemed that she was dead. But
she awoke shortly and spoke to those present, declaring that
she felt moved to make a confession of her faith. The treatise
then goes on to record this "most heauenly confession of the
Christian faith" (sig. A5) in its entirety, the confession ap-
parently having been copied down "worde for worde as she spoke
it, as neere as could be gathered” by her husband (sig. A1).
Running to ten and a half pages of text, the confession amounts
to a complete summary of Calvinist doctrine, with the addition
of attacks on such Catholic beliefs as purgatory and other
"Popish trash of vnwritten verities, or rather vnwritten very
lies" (sig. B3b-B4). Following her confession there occurred,
according to the text, a "most wonderfull conflict betwixt
Satan and her soule" (sig. C2b) and the woman's speech to

Satan in defense of her beliefs is also recorded. At length

the woman began to see visions of the angels appointed to
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carry her soul to heaven, and then she "sang the diuers
Psalmes most sweetly, and with a chearefull voice: which
done, she desired her husband that the 103.Psalme might bee
sung before her to the Church" (sig. C3b). Then, after admon-
ishing her husband against mourning for her, she commended her
soul to her maker.

Notwithstanding Stubbe's extravagant claims for his
wife's virtues, to say nothing of the extraordinary nature of
her final speech, it is evident from numerous small details
such as the reference to the family pet that Stubbes meant his
treatise to be a sincere tribute to his wife and a commendable
example to other women. One of Katherine Stubbes's good habits,
that of carrying "a Bible, or some other good boocke in her hands"
(sig. A2b) was a practice that seems to have been emulated by
many believers of the day. Small volumes of prayers and medi-
tations were evidently favoured for use by Christians who felt
a desire to review God's mercies and establish more firmly a
sense of religious fervour. During 1591, several such handbooks
were published to meet the demand for private devotional bocks.

Books of private devotion had been a feature of Chris-
tian religious experience for many years before the Protestant
Reformation, and some favourite authors such as St. Augustine
and Thomas a Kempis continued to be read by English Protestants
during the sixteenth century. However, it was a common prac-
tice to "correct" the texts of these authors so that anything

tending towards Catholic doctrine might be expunged. One zeal-
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ous editor of Catholic handbooks was Thomas Rogers, whose

versions of S. Augustine's Manuel (STC 939) and A right Chris-

tian treatise entitled S. Augustine's praiers (STC 951), sub-

ject to Rogers's revisions and deletions, appeared in later

editions during 1591. 1In the preface to S. Augustine’'s manuel,

Rogers notes, for example, that a chapter to be found in the
original Latin copy but missing from his translation was omit-
ted

neither of negligence vnwittinglie, nor heddilie of

presumption, but with good aduisement, that thy zeale

might not bee cooled by the reading thereof. For it

containeth strange, that I say not erronious doctrine

(sig. AlUDb).
Rogers also notes that his translation has two chapters which
never appeared in English versions before, and that another
chapter is

though not cleane left out, yet applied from an il,

vnto a good purpose, as the eleuenth Chapter, wher

that which was spoken either of the sacrifice of the

altar, is applied vnto our Sacrament of thankesgiuing,

or of the real and carnall presence of Christ, vnto

his spirituall beeing at the Communion (sig. AU4b-AS).
The text of the book, which follows a translation of St. Augus-
tine's prefatory remarks, consists of thirty-five items of which
sixteen are prayers and nineteen are meditations. Marginal notes
are included which direct the reader to the sources of Scrip-
ture alluded to within each prayer or meditation. The prayers
are concerned with such matters as "the wonderful essence, or

being which God hath" (sig. A8), God's knowledge (sig. AS8Db),

a prayer "for grace to loue God" (sig. B1), and so on. Among
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the meditations are remarks about "the kingdome of heauen,
and how it may be attained" (sig. C4), about "the boldness of
the soule that loueth God" (sig. C9), and about the "refuge
of a Christian in the time of tentation" (sig. C4). All these
materials, Rogers insisted, should be kept close at hand so
that believers might have easy access to them for use at all
times. In this connection, he implies that he has given a
certain amount of thought to naming the book:
I do cal this booke, as also the Author doth, a Manuel,
because my wish is, that Christians woulde vse, and
haue it in their hands, not onelie when they are at
home in theyr chambers, and studies priuatelie, but
also when they are abroade in the fieldes, gardens,
and- elsewhere idelie: and that not to dandle and to
handle onelie, but diligentlie and zealouslie, as the
part of Christians is, to read the same for their
spiritual exercise (sig. A2Db).
In keeping with the supposed practicality of devotional
literature, certain writers appear to have taken care to include

materials which might be helpful in practical circumstances.

One such book, The sacrifice g£ E‘Christian soule (STC 5192),

for example, contains forty-two prayers on various topics, in-
cluding a prayer for the assistance of the Holy Spirit, "that
we may pray with a feeling" (sig. B1), a praver for the remis-
sion of sins (sig. BU4b), four prayers each for the morning and
evening, and prayers for repentance and thanksgiving. A num-
ber of prayers are appeals for help in connection with specific
earthly problems, such as the plague. The prayer to be used in
time of plague or sickness reads, in part, as follows:

O Lord, righteousnes belongeth vnto thee, but vnto vs,
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open shame and confusion, as it is come to passe

this day; by the plague and sickness raigning among
vs, and among all the dwellers of this Land, because
of the sinnes which wee haue done against thee . . . .
Therefore the curse and other which is written in the
Lawe of Moses thy Seruant, is powred vpon vs, and wee
through the plague and the corrupt aires, with burn-
ing Feuers, and grieuous sicknes, are lamentablie con-
sumed euerie day, yea, in our Knees, and Leggs are
wee smitten with most lothsome botches, and those in-
curable from the socale of the foote vnto the top of
the head (sig. L8b-L9).

The prayer continues in this vein, noting the just punishment
of God, and imploring His forgiveness and renewed health.
Other prayers of interest include a prayer for good
weather, and one to be delivered on behalf of women with child.
The latter prayer refers to God's wonderful work, in that he
forms the infant within the mother's womb and "nourishest the
same congealed in blood, that the fleshe within the time of
Ten Monethes may take shapée" (sig. M1-M1b). The prayer also
beseeches God to allay
the furiousnes of all wicked spirits that they shew
not their tyrannie vpon young infants. Keep all with
childe, that no way being terrefied, or troubled ex-
tremelie, they be vntimelie deliuered (sig. M2).

The remaining devotional books from the year consist of

a volume by James Cancellar called The alphabet of prayers (STC

4562) and a brief work by the noted London preacher, Henry

Smith, called Three prayers (STC 22703). Smith's book includes

a prayer for the morning, one for the evening, and one for a
sick man. Included with the three prayers are a letter sent
to a sick friend advising him of his obligations and privileges

as a Christian and a speech purportedly delivered by a minister



66

as he lay on his death bed. Smith's little collection of pray-
ers was evidently a very popular work since it was published
several times during the year; but perhaps the most interest-

ing prayer book is Cancellar's The alphabet of prayers, in

which the writer exercised much ingenuity in demonstrating his
ability to make acrostics. The text of the work begins, for
example, with an acrostic in which the first letters of the
lines, taken in order, foxm the name of the dedicatee, Robert
Dudley. This acrostic, headed by the lines "It is good for

euerie estate,/These few lines to imitate," consists of twelve

pieces of advice, the first two of which read "Remember thy

calling," and "Obey thy Prince" (sig. A#). Following the ad-
dress to the reader, on the use and importance of prayer, the
author gives a further precursor of the ingenuity he plans to
display by setting down twenty sentences in which the first
letters of the lines are in alphabetical order (sig. B2). Like
those of the acrostic, these sentences set forth advice for
Christian conduct. Throughout the book there appear seven dif-
ferent "psalmes alphabeticall” in which the first letters of
succeeding sentences are in alphabetical order. Another ingen-
ious device employed by the writer is that of setting down, in
two places within the book, twelve "briefe praiers vpon the
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